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Was Four You is a weekly adult newspaper

published for new literates on a nation' basis in

Syracuse, New York. Since 1960, it has been used as

supplement readies is Adult Basic gdusation and Special

Iducatioe classes. Until February, 1969, it was the

only newspaper of its kind in the United States.

In 1966, ,Nass For You reached a circulation of

101,096. When the newspaper's circulation fell three

straight years to 52,569 in 1969, the editor and pub-

Usher of News For You voiced serious concern.

The purpose of this thesis was to find out from

tomboys using the newspaper if it wars appropriate

for its readers. Answers were sought for the following

questions: Who are its seeders? What do the teachers

like and dislike about News For ft? Now can the

newspaper be improved?

The methodology used in this study was the mail

questionnaire. A questionnaire was designed mad sent

Ms y 21, 1969, to 287 teachers using the newspaper.

Out of 287 questionnaires sent to teachers, 150 or

52 per cent were returned; of these, 6 were termed



bleak or too Locos, late for use, therefore, the

fiaal number of useable questionnaires was 144 or

50 per cent. The study also iniolves a contest aad

picture analysis of News For You.

The thesis examines tbe scarcity of easy-to-

read material for sane 10 million adults in the United

States who have less than a fourth-grade reading

ability. The potential market for easy-to-read

periodicals is discussed is terms of the number of

students currently enrolled is Adult Basic iducation

and special Iducatioo classes.

Also examined and traced is the history and

philosophy of News For You Briefly ersmined is

You and Your World, a new easy-to-read newspaper

which entered the market in February, kif9.

The questionaaire reveals that the readership

of News For You, is about 50 per cent tee:sager. is

special education. Tbe majority of the readers arcs

white and about ball are male. Teachers indicated

that more space be devoted in the newspaper for the

following subjects: "job information," "budgeting,"

and "health."



Tmenty-five per sent of the Umbers iodinated

"less space" be given to "black history," sod 14 per

cent indicated "no space" be given to "Dear Miry," a

weekly Dear Abbrtype columnist.

Reading interests and characteristics of the

adult and teenage new literate are also discussed.

The new literate in this study is defined as an adult

or adolescant with a third to fiftb-grade reading

level.

A number of recommendations are proposed to

improve News For You. The impactions of an "editorial

balance" in content is emphasised because of the

diversity of teenage and adult readership. Topics

of interest to both teachers La Adult Basic Education

and Special 'Mutation are suggested.
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MI=
Why a thesis instead of taking the comprehensive

exams which are definitely less work? As a former

assistant editor of Mews For Tour, I felt that there was

urgent need for such study. The newspaper bad

suffered circulation losses for three straight years,

and no one really knew why. Hoch more than merely

fulfilling an academic requirement, the study would be

of immediate benefit to the editorial staff of Ws

Though not claiming to be a definitive analysts

of ,9Uo.../...Nerou.s circulation decline, the study doss

offer sons suggestions which may be of importance not

only to News For you, but to any publisher entering

the supplement education field for adult new literates.

It is also gratifying to believe that this study is

unique and the first of its kind. Perhaps the chief

ii



criterion of judging any study is whether it has

served a useful function. I brie examined MELME

12a closely since the results of my survey ware

released to tbs editorial staff of News Yoe You.

Gradual changes have taken place: Page 1 and 2 are

now entirely U.S. and world news; the amount of

black news has decreased in more proportion to the

number of black readers; the controversial columnist

Dear Nary is receiving less space. In general, the

content has tightened up considerably and more emphasis

is being placed on providing educational aids for the

teacher. The staff is considering publishing a weekly

Teacher's wide far the first time. I take no credit

for these changes, but I would like to believe that

this study contributed toward these improvements.

No one can fully realise the thousand and two

details that eater into the creation of a thesis,

unless he has written one himself. "Help," no matter

how smell, is always appreciated.

The writer wishes to express his thanks to all

the people who helped by their counsel or participation

in this stud.
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CliiPiIR I

THE MUD 7 ZASY-TO41AD PIRIODICALS

In tbs United Sums, it is taken for granted

that everyone can read. With education not only

available but compulsory for all chiLdren, the assumption

that everyone who has attended school can read is taken

for fact. The truth is that about 11 per cent

(10 million) of the adult population of this country

has not Warned to read up to the fourth-grade level.'

Approximately 25 million individuals over the

age of 14 have not completed an eighth-grade education.

It is estimated that 3 million are totally illiterato.

Those figures show a serious situation, but they do

not tell the whole story. Nosy people who have

technically "completed" the fiftb-grads or eighth-

grade have not actually acquired a fifthgrade level

of reading.2

James Pianock and associates found during a

study of illiterates inAlabams that it was quite

'Lloyd J. Thompson, Readialp&sability (Spring-
field, Illinois: Charles C. Timms 1966), pas.

ftwrisulua Guide to Adult Basis Iducation-

Segioning_LIM14 U.S. Department of Health, Education,

and Welfare (Goverament Printing Press, 1966), p. 3.
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common to have a person reporting that be had completed

the twelfth -grads and have evidence of proof, but

when tested, his reading grads equivalent was between

the third and fourth-grada.3

The reading problem in the United States is a

continual one and not coefined to adults. Studies of

reading habits of children in the primary and elementary

grades indicate that as many as 25 per cent of them may

be seriously retarded in reading'

Frank RitSIMINM estimates that among educationally

deprived children the reading disability is as high as

50 per ceet.5 "By 1970, it is estimated there may be

one deprived child for every two enrolled in schools

in Arasrica's .fourteen largest cities."6 The deprived

child is almost always the poor reader.

Ibljamtalmalediag.4The wide use of

television and radio in nearly every home in the United

States has not lessened the need for reading.

"James T. P ianock insults of to hamster
of unc i 1 Jai in on at

Tuskegee Institute: U.S. Departmeat o Health, 11 tics,

aul Conrad Berg, "Illiteracy at the Crossroads,"

Basic Iducation for the a vtdihdult: Theory IS

r,ctice, by Frank W. Laming and Wesley A. any
(Boston& Houghton Mifflin Company, 1966), p. 47.

'Frank Risssaan, The 011xural4y peorived Child
(Mew Yolk: Harper and Row, 1962), p. Lap

l
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Deliberate study on important issues is
relatively impossible from television
and radio summaries. Opportunity for
re-examination and re-study of issues
is out of the question and only through
leading can there be a clear grasp of
meaning, thoughtful reaction, an4
integration of knowledge gained.

2

Reading remains the single most important fo0

of communication available and the most effective tool

for continuing one's education. It is the prerequisite

of learning.

"The world no live in relies heavily on the

written word for communication and information. The

news of the day, personal and business affairs, went

ads and employment notices, marriage and death announce-

ments, reports oa athletic contests and countless other

bits of information are available to us through the

printed word."8

There is no substitute for reading. The person

who cannot road and understand often feels isolated,

if not alienated, from the world around bim.9

Aside from outright illiterates, what can people

with third to fifth-grade reading ability read?

711ors, ov. tit., p. 48.
Lout= Guide

1021, 22LEALA pp. 1-2.

alds p. 2.
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...readability studies show that such of

the serious reading published today is

above the ninth-grade level of difficulty.

So is most of the titeraturs of our
cultural heritage. 4°

The reading level of books, magazines and news-

papers in this country is too difficult for millions of

Americans. Homer Kempfer reported that simpler reading

materials were needed for approximately 50 million

adults is the United States, and that several million

adults are too weak in reading skill to profit even

from tabloids.11

approximately 25 to 50 million people need simpler reading

material, why haven't commercial publishers directed

easy-to-read periodicals toward this large, untapped

market?

The main reason is purchasing power. In general,

poor readers are not highly interested in reading.

They are usually in the lower income group and have

less money to spend to buy periodicals.

Distribution has been another major problem,.

Until recently, most of the market has not been organ-

1.°Paul A. Witty, "Campaign Against Illiteracy's* War
Ws Most Win," is is Education for d dult:
near/ .$ Practice, v./..t.tit., p. 62

Unmet Kempf's , "Simpler Reading Materials Needed
for 50,000,000 Adults," school Wes, my, 1950, p 115,
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iced for mass sale. Publishers have been reluctant

to prepare and distribute easy-to-read periodicals Vie

adults of low, reading ability because of ela undefined

market. However, in the last few years, there has been

a rapid increase of students enrolled in Adult Basic

Education programs and in Special Education classes,

creating a mess, captive audience for supplement reading

materials.

Growth of Adult Basic Education.-The problem of

the uneducated adult was highlighted during World War Ii

when the Arad Services rejected over 5 million men of

18 to 37 years of ago. Those turned down on the

grounds of "mental deficiency" totaled 716,000.12

The 1960 Bureau of the Census reported that there

were 8.3 million persons in the United States age 25

and over with less than 5 years of schooling.13

However, little was done for the uneducated

adult in America until 1964 when Congress made provisions

for Adult Basic Education under Title ZIb of the Economic

Opportunity Act. This was the first federal effort to

help schools teach adults to read, speak properly,

"Eli Ginsberg and Douglas W. Bray, aliblemati
(New York: Columbia University Press, 1953), p. ix.

LIU.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population

Reports, Series P-23, No.8* "Estimates of Illiteracy,

by States: 1960."
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writs and do arithmetic well enough to qualify fur

jobs or job trsiring.14

In the fiscal year 1965, 37,991 adults, age 13

and over, were enrolled in state adult basic programs.

Nineteen states bad some form of Adult Basic Education,

but the majority of the programs were smell. For

example, New York state had 134 students enrolled in

1965; Texas and Illinois had none. North Carolina

had the largest enrollment of all the states, 17,000.

With appropriations from Congress, the number

of students enrolled in state programs increased to

377,660 in 1966. Total number of students enrolled

was expected to reach 531, 436 by end of fiscal year

1969.
15 Two southern states, Texas and North Carolina,

had more than 50,000 students enrolled in Adult Basic

Education programs in 1969.

Growth of Special Education.-Interest in Special

Education stems from the findings that children "remain

retarded in all other subjects due to inability to

read.OA

With reading disabilities running as high as

14Wayne Otto and David Ford, Teaching Adults to Read,

meat of Health, Education, and Welfare, Office of gducationt

July 24 1969. See appendix.

from John D. Boileau, Education Program Specialist, U.S. Depart-

(Boston; Houghton Mifflin Company, 1967), pp. 6-7.

I6Riessmen, op. cit. p. 115.

L5Latter with figures of Adult Basic Education enrollment
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25 to 50 per cent among children in public schools,

a large majority of school systems in the United States

today provide some type of Special Education services

and well over a million children and young people were

being served by such programs in the 1960'11.17

In l967-63, there were 2,136,956 students

enrolled in various Special Education classes in the

public schools. Over a million students were in

classes for the speech impaired, and nearly 700,000

pupils were in classes for the mentally retarded."

The mentally retarded are considered as those whose

IQ is below 80. From 2 to 3 per cent of the total

school population will fall into this category.19

Special public school classes for the mentally retarded

have grown from one class in 1893 to 20,000 in the

1960es.
20

The continual increase of students being

enrolled in Special Education and in Adult Basic

Education programs has created mass, organized markets

for easy-to-road periodicals aimed at the teenager,

17B. R. Gearheart, Administration of Special Education

""Estimates of Current Manpower Needs in Education for

the Handicapped," BUI4JAU of Education for the Handicapped, U.S.

Office of Education, Washington, D.C., December, 1968. See

appendix.

19Gearheart, op. cit., p. 15.

2°10.4i



and for the first time on an :rganixed scale, the adult.

Periodicals for New Literates.-The term, "new

literate," as used in this study means "any adult or

adolescent who has at some period acquired the basic

technique of reading, but who has not yet developed his

skill to the point where he can read with speed,

fluency, and complete understanding."21 His reading

level is at the third to fifth-grade.

The new literate cannot read "standard" news-

papers, magazines, and books. He needs literature

published at an intermediate level with writing controls

on vocabulary, sentence length, and sentence structure.22

Word lists, readability formulas, and a number

of other tools developed by research make it possible

for periodicals to be written at the intermediate

level. Not much is possible below the third-grade

level because of the lack of adequate reading vocabularies

of the new literates. The third-grade level is the

beginning stage of reading where the new literate can

begin to read simple English with some degree of

fluency and understanding.23

21David Meaning White and Robert S. Laubach, "Some
Editorial Problems of Preparing a Periodical for New Literates,"

Periodicals for New Literates, No. 22 (Paris: UNESCO, 1957), p. 5.

221.41i-
23Robert S. Laubach, Syracuse University journalism

lecturer, and executive director of Laubach Literacy, Inc.,

Syracuse, New York. Class lecture, September, 1968.
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The vain of the newspaper in learalag to read

is a long, recognized one. It has been used successfully

in numerous foreign countries teaching new literates to

read.

One of the first newspapers for new literates

was printed by Frank C. Laubach in the 1930's. The

paper, celled Lanao Progress, had a circulation of around

1,200 and was written for the }bro., a Moslem tribe on

the island of Mindanao in the Philippines.24 Simple

words were used and sentences were kept short.

Many developing countries today publish newspapers

for new literates including India, Kenya, and Mexico.

The great value of the newspaper in

literacy training is that it creates

the reading habit, because it is

published regularly and deals with

topical and current events. At the

same time, through careful selection

of content, t can instruct and

educate..."2i

The periodical can, better than any other type

of literature, develop the desire and even the craving

for reading. Its value, in terms of its psychological

role, its content, and its timeliness, demands that it

be given an important place in a well integrated

24Frank C. Lsubach, founder and President of Laubach

Literacy, Inc., Private interview held at his office, Syracuse,

July, 1969.
25"Simple Reading Materials for Adults: Its Preparation

and Us.," Manuals on Adult and Youth Aducation, No. 3 (Paris:

UNKSCO, 1963), p" 28.
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literature program for new literates. It paves the

way for the development of reading of standard news-

papers. 26

The newspaper is often one of the first things

that a new literate will want to read. "In Israel,

there is a special newspaper which has sections of

varying difficulty, anabling the new literate as he

progresses, to read an even larger amount of the same

paper, to which he is encouraged to remain loyal as

ht improves in reading skill."27

The newspaper has been singled out by U.S.

educators as a "living textbook," and has been used

extensively in the public schools in the last few

years to motivate students to read.

Stewart R. Macdonald, executive director of

Paaarican Newspaper Publishers Association, described

the newspaper as a product of the adult world. "It

is a slice of life and oriented to reality, not

theory. They [newspapers] motivate students to

reed, observe, gather facts, detect bias, think

critically, [and] come to reasoned conclusion through

26White and Laubach, op. cit., p. 6.

2k.harles Jefferies, drexLeloalasrldob (London:

Pall Mill Press, 1967), p.
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a medium that will be a student's lifelong companion.'28

It is estimated that while 50 per cent of the

adults who road in the United States say they read no

books during a year, 80 per cent are not without their

daily press.29

Kempfer put the number of newspaper readers in

this country 414 95 per cent against only 25 per cent

who read books and 50 per cant who read magazines.30

A survey of reading materials in the homes of

355 new literates revealed that a little over one-third

of the bales had either books or magazines while over

60 per cent coatained newspapers.31

TABLE I

READING MATERIAL IN 355 HOMES OF NEW LITERATES

Reading Matarial Number& Per cent

Newspaper 535 60.4

Books 343 39.3

Mg/mines 340 33.4

1111165.,OMMY

Total is greater than the sample because some items

marked more than once.

28Stewart E. Macdonald, Newspaper in Classroom,"

Post-Standard, Syracuse, New York, July 7, 1969, p. 12.

29Daniel Katz, ems. ed., Public Minion and PropbEinds

(Now York: The Dryden Press, 1954), p. 136.

3empfor, op. cit., p. 115.

31Otto and Ford, op. cit., p. 15.
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However, an attempt to read a typical daily

newspaper is frustrating for the new literate, for

even the headlines may confuse and confound him.

editorials are usually far too cowl= and even the

simplest item may contain amore unknown terms than the

new adult literate can tolerate. Yet the adult is

faced with a used to understand first-hand events

that night well affect his future, whether that future

be immediate or remote.32

Since the newspaper reflects society, it helps

give readers a realistic understanding of the problems

in Arica and in the world. It helps the reader

keep pace with the rapid changes in our times.

Before permanent publications can be
edited, printed, and found many of
the theories, materials, and ideas
are obsolete. These factors make
the importance of the newspaper evils
greater in the teaching program...43

The Need for a Study of 01111 For You. -A pioneer

in its fieldsao;c1,...ou was the first weekly adult

newspaper written and published in easy Inglish for

new literates on a national basis in the United States.

The newspaper was written originally in 1959 exclusively

32Wi11iam D. Sheldon, "What the Teachers' Association
Can Do to Help Develop Reading," Likerjkcy Ilepdbook (Washington,
D.C.: publishing assistance from UNESCO, 1967), p. 13.

33Perry J. Ashley, "Mass Communicatioe and 'Education,"
ed. by W. C. Caywood, Jr , liffloctims Ukte of illlep&DIRS ist the
Classroom! (Lexington: The University of Keetucky, 1963), p. 3.
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As adults in foreign-born classes in Syracuse, New

York. Incouraged by its popularity on a Local scale

among teachers end students, the editor and publisher,

Caroline Blakely and Robert S. Laubach, respecttesly,

decided to publish Hews For You on a nation-wide basis

in 1960. The newspaper caught on lifter a few years

and circulation increased gradually to a high of

26,600 in 1964. Circulation shot up to 87,995 in

1965, and reached 101,096 in 1966. However, tho

circulation dropped the following year to 75,816. In

1968, circulation fell off to 65,065 and fell again to

52,569 in 1969. The editor and publisher voiced

concern over the sharp drop in circulation. See WAS 2.

After a rapid growth in circulation, why the

substantial drop in circulation in the last three

years? Were the teachers satisfied witb the news-

paper? Was it suitable for its readers? Who were

its readers? These were some of the questions poised

by the editor and publisher that lead to this study.
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TAILS 2

MEWS FM !CU CIRCUIATION FIGURIII, 1960-6934

Tear Hisbeet week Circulation *

1960 Unknown 750

1961 Unknown 5,000

1962 Unknown 8,000

1963 Unknown 14,000

/964 December 31 26,600

1965 December 12 87,995

1966 January 1 101,096

1967 April 7 75,816

1968 February 9 65,065

1969 January 24 52,569

*Highest weekly circulation for year

The writer felt that a study of NeweIor you

would be an important and relevant topic for a thesis,

and that the information gained would be of practical

value to pens For You in formulating future editorial

policies and objectives. The fact that Mewsjor 'you

was the first adult newspaper published for new

34Dorothy Aires, circulation manager aft.
for You,. Circulation figures obtained from *s. Aires
in a private interview held at her office in Syracuse,

June, 1969.
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CHAPTER II

HISTORY OF NEWS FOR YOU

Syracuse University School of Journalism in

1952 became the first college in the United States to

offer courses in Literacy journalism. Frank C. laubach,

a pioneer in Adult Basic Education, was the originator

of the graduatit program which leads today to a Master

of Arts degree in Literacy journalism. Students are

offered courses in writing for new literates and

preparing easy-to-read materials. The courses are

taught by Frank's son, Robert S. Laubach.

As part of a class project, students in Laubach's

writing course wrote and printed a class newspaper.

The newspaper was intended to provide the students

experience in preparing and writing a periodical for

new Literates. However, the newspaper was not

distributed or read by new literates.

Mrs. Helen Hewitt, the former director of

Adult Basic Education La Syracuse, suassted to Laubacb
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a need for easy-to-read periodicals for adult new

literates in Syracuse. Students in Laubach's class

were enthusiastic about the idea. In the spring

semester of 1959, an experimental edition of the

newspaper was printed and circulated to foreign-born

students in adult education classes at Prescott Adult

Evening School in Syracuse, New York.'

The first issue was dated February 2, 1959,

and consisted of one 81/2" x 11" page printed on both

sides. Two hundred copies of the newspaper were

mimeographed and distributed free to students in

Prescott. 2

Students wrote all the copy and typed it on

multilith masters for reproduction on a multilith

offset printing press.

The newspaper was published weekly the remainder

of the semester at Syracuse University on a budget of

$4 a week. In the spring semester of 1960, Laubach's

class continued to experiment with the newspaper on

a local level.

Encouraged by its popularity among Prescott

1Caroline Blakely, editor of News For You. Pertonal

interview held in her office, Syracuse, July, 1969.

2Louise H. Ellerker, "Content Analysis of News For You,"

an unpublished graduate paper, January 9, 1969,
Paper on file at News For You office, Syracuse.
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teachers and students, Laubach decided to try pub-

liebing the newspaper on a national scale in the fall

of 1960. Caroline Blakely, a member of the 1959

class, became the editor.

The format of the newspaper was changed to

four pages, 7" x 10". The type was set on a Justo-

writer and printed by offset. Besides the editor,

members of the staff included a production manager

and an artist. Graduate students in Laubach's class

contributed articles.

At the beginning, News For You's basic objective

was to present local and national news of the week for

its readers. News stories were written in a journal-

istic style and approach (the five Ves). Regular

features included a monthly quiz, women in the news,

special days, and a series on famous persons. Most

of News For You's readers were in adult classes for

the foreign-born. About 18 per cent of the space in

the newspaper was devoted to line drawings and

illustrations. In the beginning of the year, sub-

scription rates were $1.25 for 15 weeks with special



discounts for groups, depending on the size of order.

The rater were Later changed to $1 for 17 weeks (one

semester). The newspaper was printed from October

to May.

Highest weekly circulation after the first year

was 750. The circulation was small, but Laubach felt

that a market did exist for such a periodical. The

decision was made to publish the newspaper the following

year with an increase in promotion.

Other changes were also made. Mews For You

came out in two editions in 1961-62, level W and

"B". The "A" edition was written at a third to

fourth -grads reading towel and the "B" edition from

fourth to fifth-grade. The format was changed to

11", four pages. The flag was redesigned.

A Teacher's Guide was also introduced and

distributed fres to the teachers using Hews For You.

Its purpose was to inform the teachers of new articles

in the newspaper and to offer ideas how to use the

newspaper more effectively in the classroom.

Circulation reached 5,000 and was confined primarily

19



to the foreign-born is Adu/t Basic Education clams,

Some copies were sent to teachers in Special Education

in remedial reading classes.3

In 1962-63, News For You continued to experiment

with the newspaper. The newspaper came out in three

editions: "AA" (easier), "A" (easy) ; "B" (harder).

Layouts and photographs were the same in each edition,

but the difficult' of content varied according to the

level. Late in the year, the format was changed to

a tabloid size, 14" x 17", four pages. The newspaper

was printed on newsprint. A contract was made with

United Press International to furnish current, "news"

photographs on a weekly schedule. About 30 per cent

of the space was devoted to photographs.

The Teacher's Guide continued to be published

annually and sent free to the teachers. Students in

Laubach's class continued to contribute articles,

but the majority of articles were written by graduate

assistant, working pares time for News For You while

studyinj at Syracuse University.

Circulation increased steadily and reached

3,illarker, op. cit., p. 5.

20
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In 1963-64, limmzT.roucontLaued to gain in

circulation, climbing to about 14,000. The front

page was devoted entirely to national and world news

of the week. Price of the mewspaper increased by

254 to $1.25 for 15 weeks. Price per single sub-

scription was 80. However, the group rate for ordegs

of 6 or more was 4 per newspaper.

Ia 1964, Congress Bede provisions for Adult

Basic education programs for the first time and

iMojasaoles circulation leaped to 87,995 La 1964-65,

with the advent of these programs. A Spanish edition

was printed for the first time on a trial basis during

the year.

Ia 1965-66, Aims or XOu continued its rapid

growth with circulation increasieg to 101,096.

Content became more diversified. Consumer educational

features such as "family finance" and "health" wars

added. An essay question was printed each Borth for

students to answer and mail to sew, For Tou. The

best letters were printed.

Because of lack of deemed and cost of printings



the Spanish and "AA" *dittoes were dropped, leaviag

"1" edition (fourth to fifth-grade) and "A" *dittos

(third to fourth-grade).

With circulation above 100,000, laws roc Tag,

hired its first fulltins editorial assistant.

Previous assistants bad been part-tims workers and

graduato students.

After a *toady and rapid 'growth in cisculatioe,

*vs For Xou expert/aced its first drop is circulation

in 1966-67. Circulation fell to 75,816. tart of

the explamation was due to the transfer of the Adult

Basic idusation director in Texas. Ho bad bees

chiefly responsible for ordering 30,000 copies of

Psuo Tor You, seat to Tosas4

New features is 196647 Secluded a "spotlight"

story run weekly on hero, usually a emirs of a

ninocity group. Articlas on jobs and foods wets

also featured.

The emphasis reemined on satiate' and world

awe in 1967446. Wry Stewart, a "Dom Abby-type".

columnist, began weekly series. leaders were

4111akely, gausia., July, 1969.



urged to write direct t9 her for personal sonsultation.

As an incentive to gala reader interest, a $1 bonus

was awarded to those whose letters were printed is

the Dimmer on the essay question. About 300 letters

---rbe rectilmed each month. The "spotlight" ran

features about unknown people who bad overcame handi-

caps in life and made contributions to society.

Circulation reached 65,065, a drop for the

second straight year.

ftsrit....stYou began a weekly black history series

called Afro - Americans is 1968-69. It traced the

Negro history in America from slavery to the present.

The series ran weekly from October to June.

The newspaper coatinued to publish Dear Nary,

spotlight and various educational aids for the teethes--

weekly qui*, crossword puzzle, and monthly assay in

different issues. A series of consumer educational

articles on foods, health, and money is run during

the year. Sports received greater emphasis in the

newspaper during the year. Previous thinking was

that the majority of the readers were adult and

23



female, and they were not interested in sports.

In January, 1969, the Justowriter was replaced

with an IBM computerised composing machine, The

DAME flag was redesigned. A special eight-page

edition was printed fay 14, with a four-page insert

devoted entirely to jobs and job information,

The price per newspaper increased to 104 at the

beginning of the year The charge was 5c per copy

if six or macs were sent to the same address. This

was the first increase in price since 1963-64.

Circulation fell for the third consecutive

year; the high reaching 54.149.

The Lyn Line in Circulation. - Circulation is

probably one of the best measures of gauging the

success and acceptance of any newspaper. Since 1966,

the circulation of News For YOu, has dropped from

101,096 to 52,569, nearly a 50 per cent decreaseo

The newspaper has recorded a circulation 10118 for

three straight years.

Frank Rucker described circulative as the

"thermometer by which he [publlzhar] determines
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,betber his waders are growing cold to his newspaper

or are warming up to his product and his organiaation."5

Tbe publisher knows that be has sound property

when the circulation holds its own or increases steadily.

14s becomes worried when a substantial drop is evident

even temporarily, and dissatisfied when the grand total

fails to go up.6

Mrs. Blakely, editor, lists several possible

reasons for the decrease in circulation: (1) steady

increase in price of News For Youj last year, an

increase from 8 to 100 for single copies and from 4 to

50 for group rates; (2) more supplementary material

on the market and less need for News For YQU3

(3) less promotion to sell News For You, to teachers;

and (4) less funds available for compensatory

education.7 She also mentioned that in February,

1969, a new publication, You apd Your World, entered

the supplementary educational field and was geared

to the same adult audience of Neuf For You.

pailosookkt.-The two basic aims of ors For You

are to provide current news that is interesting to

3Fraak v. Rucker, Newspaper Circulation: What, Awe,
(Mess, Iowa: The Iowa State Press, 1950, p. 6.

1) 6.

'Blakely, po. cit., July, 1969
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adults is easy-to-tread language, and to trails graduate

assistants to wits for new literates through Syracuse

University's liter A;,1 journalism program. The

assistants are awarded nine hours of remitted tuition

at Syracuse University and receive a monthly stipend

of 4200 for tea months. In return, the assistants

work twenty hours per week for News Yoe You, as assistant

editors. A third aim has been to prove that a

commercial publisher could publish a periodical

written for adult new literates and make mosey. 1

Tot You was subsidised in the beginning but has mode

profits the last few years.

Stressing the "news," the main objective of

MO's root You is to give informetion. Its purpose is

not to teach reading or academic skills but to provide

as and to encourage the habit of reading.8 The

newspaper is intended to guide the student toward the

use of the regular oewspaper.

Our writing philosophy is from a
journalistic approach rather than

educational. Host of our writers

are journalists. We feel that the
toolbars using the newspaper can
use it in class as it is without a
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lot of educational guides for the
teachers. We do, however, include
some educational helps from issue
to issue: crossword pussy, essay
question and weekly quiz.

121L.I.rifallie carries no editorial and doss not

take sides on issues, but it does have a liberal point

of view.

"Ism a liberal and so is the publisher. Those

with liberal philosophies usually stand for the diva

advantaged and the poor, and we tend to print material

that is related to this group. No doubt, the liberal

viewpoint is reflected in the newspaper.

However, we do try to include conservative

viewpoints. A lot of our writers have cons from

religioue backgrouads, and they tend to be conservative."10

196g-0 Content. -The first page of kegs Tor You,

was U.S. and world noes. Page 2 consisted of news,

features and interpretative reporting of current

events in the news, for example, "Drugs and their use,"

the Pueblo trial." Page 3 consisted of tbsAfrom

American series, Dear Miry, and usually a column from

Syracuse health and welfare organisations on foods,

9
20.101.

10Slebely, op. cit., July, 1969.



health, and budgets. The "spotlight" feature ran

on page 4 with a television article. The weekly

quiz and other educational aids also appeared on

page 4.

The newspaper goes to press on Tuesday nigit

and is mailed Thursday and Friday to the teachers for

use the following week in the classroom. The news

is always about ten days old by the time the students

read the newspaper.

The content is geared to adult interest. Out-

side of Dear Mary column, which appeals to adults and

teenagers, nothing is printed exclusively for the

teenager. Occasionally, the spotlight featured a

teenager.

The articlis in the newspaper are written at

third to fifth-grade reading level, but the writers

do not follow a readability formula.

The editors of NFY believe that simple,

direct sentences are of greater imporltance

than vocabulary to the adult reader.i

The writers follow recognized rules for writing

simply. The average sentence Length for the 'tit"

11wAmcher's Guido, annual publication of News

For You, 1966-67, p. 1.
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edition is eight words and twelve words for the "B"

edition. The stress is on simple words and active

voles. Sentence pattern is nounaverb-object.12

The Gunning formula is used occasionally to chock the

reading level. of the newspaper.

Readership..-Mrs. Blakely informed the writer

in September, 1968, that the majority of the readers

of AMELIallswere adult, finals, and in the lower

income groups. Many were on welfare and poor. A

large percentage were black. A largo number were

also in Special Education classes: The adult readers

included: Americans with low-level skills; American

Indians; the foreign*bcrn; students in Adult Basic

Education programs; correctional institutions and

prisons; mental institutioes; private organisations

and groups like Laubech Literacy centers; Job Corps;

Manpower Development Training Agency; opportunity

industrial centers; community poverty programs; and

the United States military. Most of the readers in

Special Education were teenagers in remedial reading

classes, work study rograms, and classes for the

12Iaacr's GuAde, op. cit., p. 1.



mentally retarded.13

Mrs. Blakely felt that many of the teenagers

preferred the adult content and format of News For

ycs, and that was one reason why teachers in Special

education used it though News For You was an adult

newspaper. Mrs. Blakely mentioned that most of the

readers were adults but there was no "typical reader"

of News For You. However, there were some common

characteristics of the readtirs.

There is no typical illiterate. But
there are some common traits we know
they share. They have low-reading
skills and are mostly in the low-income
groups. These people have short-term
goals. They want immediate information,
immediate results. They are not used
to reading and need an organised reading
program such as the classroom provides.
The students are not educated in
middle-class values, but they are highly
creative. They can't spell very well,
but some of the best material we print
in News or You comes from these people
in answer to our entity questions. They
toll it like it is."

Controversy. -BAs an adult newspaper for adults,

News For Xou has felt that it could print articles on

most subjects without any serious repercussions.

Wbea News For You was small and confined to adult

"Blakely, 2R/cll.

142111:
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readership, this approach proved no problem. How-

ever, as the circulation increased, a larger percentage

of the readers were teenagers in Special Education

classes in public schools.

On January 23, 1963, the Chicago Board of

Education cancelled a 5,000 subscription order.

Excerpts from the letter read:

We recognize that News For You is an

adult publication. Wt it Inc

use in a remedial reading program at

the elementary school level, however,
[sic] because of its easy readability

and coverage of material relevant to

our pupils; world news and current

events.

However, recent issues contain
articles which are clearly either too

advanced or inappropriate far children

of the age group which we serve; thus

we feel that we must cancel our sub-

scription. The cancellation does not

reflect dissatisfaction withAr
criticism of the periedical.L2

This was the first largo-size cancellation of

Hews For You. Mrs. Blakely called the Chicago school

board director and was informed that the teachers

didn't object to the articles, but the parents of the

children had. The parents felt that their children,

15Letter received from Chicago Board of Education,

January 23, 1968. Letter on file in pews For You office,

Syracuse.



age 13 to 15, didn't need such information as printed

in News For You. They objected to an article about

V. D. and a Dear Nary column giving advice to a girl

on premarital pregnancy.

Mts. Blakely remarked, the V. D. rate among

teenagers is wry high. Teenagers are having more

babies than ever before. I'm sure News For You won't

stop them from getting V. D. or having more babies or

having less premarital sex* but at least we thought it

necessary to inform our readers about such problems. it16

How to handle controversial material in the

classroom has always been a perplexing and difficult

problem. Topics like Sex Education have engendered

heated debates among parents, teachers, and students.

Teaching about controversial issues
in our deeply divided society never-
theless remains a difficult and
demanding task. There are some signs
that the community pressures that
traditionally have circumscribed the
teacher's freedom are lessening.
The question most often raised today
is not whether controversial issues
should be treated in the classroom
but how. Teachers, themselves,
better educated and more competent
professionally than ever before, are
demanding a stronger voice in deter-

16Blakely, op. cit., July, 1969.
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mining that should be taught in the

classroom. But many mindless pressures

romain--and until they are contained,

the schools generally will prepare the

rising generation only imperfectly for

the world in which they aust livo.17

After the Chicago cancellation, News For You

continued to publish articles on sex education;

however, the articles were printed during the summer

when the teenage readership was lowest. Most

schools order News For You during the school year

from September to May. Orders are solicited through

the mail. News For You prints 50 issues per year,

shutting down for two weeks at Christmas. Circulation

in the summer trails off to around 15,000 to 20,000.

The newspaper loses money during the summer months,

but the editorial staff feels that it is essential to

publish twelve months of the year to keep new literates

reading full time. Students not in regular summer

classes are offered News For You at special summer

discount rates. In the summer of 1969, students

could order 15 weeks of News For You for $1, a savings

of 500 from the regular price, of 100 per issue.

Close to 300 students took advantage of the low 1969

33
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summer rates.13

In 1968-69 the weekly black history series

drew more comment than any other item ever printed in

MOWS For You. Several teachers praised the series,

but the majority of letters received during the year

were negative. A few teachers cancelled their sub-

scription orders. The stress on black history also

created resentment from other minority groups. One

teacher (Navajo) cancelled his subscription and wrote:

...we are cognizant of the fact that
you publish an over abundance of stories
and features concerning the Negro
population. We feel that this minority
group bears no more importance than our

own and many others. You don't object-
ively present news of the many sub-
culture groups,Ahat exist in our great
United States,

Mrs. Blakely felt that the inclusion of the

black history was important and appropriate. It W41

relevant to the white reader as to the black.

"Negro history had never been covered before in the

classroom, and we felt that there was a need for it.

Ws printed it with the idea that blacks and whites

would come to understand each other botter."2°

as
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Aires, op. cit., July, 1969.

19Letter received from a teacher:, July 17, 1969,

Letter on file in News For You Office, Syracuse.

Blakely, OP. cit., July, 1969.



The year 1963 49 was the year for black

history. Many public schools and colleges included

courses on it for the first tins. Several national

publications such as Life magasiae, and the Christian,

'cisme mionitouran regular articles covering black

history. The Post-Standard, Syracuse, ran a series

about black heritage.

However, Mrs. Blakely mentiomed that "there is

now a backlash against the Negro." The 1968

Presidential alma°s showed indications of this when

George Wallace, a strong segregationist, pulled over

nine million votes.21 Ome teacher wrote that her

students "feel the subject is being pushed at them."22

Several teachers charged that News Ur You was

a "black" newspaper in 196849. Mrs. Blakely remarked

that "an awful lot of black material was printed in the

newspaper. The Afro - American series ran from

October to early June, some 32 articles. When a

black spotlight appeared on page 4, the newspaper did

look black.P23

The black history series was completed in June,

33

2ngb November 15, 1963, p. 19.

22Letter received from teacher, July, 1969. Letter

on file at News yet You office, SYragut

23$1akely, toe. cit., July, 1969.
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and the newspaper does not intend to continue the

series in 1969-70. "There is no need. Our intentions

At the beginning were to cover the history of all the

minority groups, and not the blacks alone, we

haven't decided to do histories of other minority

groups. It may create more trouble-than it does good. °f24

We don't shun controversial matter.
I think we include more controversial
matter than any other newspaper like
ours because we feel that adults and
teenagers know that there are problems
and controversy in the world. You
can't hide it from the..

Mts. Blakely remarked that the newspaper doesn't

try to give good news all the time or bad news, and

that the newspaper doesn't try to make all the decisions

for the reader.

News For You looks like a real news-
paper, and we strive to print the
news that people are talking about,
and some of it is controversial. 26

In 1968-69 the staff of News For You consisted

of two full-ties employees, (both female) and two

graduate aasistants, one male and one female.

24111akely, op. 06., July, 1969.
250i4,

"Ibid.
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You and Your world

In February, 1969, You and Your World entered

the supplement educational market for students as 15

and older. The publication is printed by American

education Publications with editorial offices in

Middletown, Connecticut.

This weekly sight-page newspaper is aimed at

the same audience as Mews For 'Comp

We rather expect that a good share
of our market is comprised of older
educable mentally retarded children,
remedial reading students, slow
learning students, and retarded
readers in disadvantaged areas. We
know in the fall we will have wide
distribution among adult education
classes.27

Although Mews I'or You and You and Your World

are aiming at the same market, their approach and

philosophy are entirely different.

Philosnib7.41homas Mooney, the managing editor,

described the basic philosophy of 1...edio.....Mouurtior

as "to improve the reading skills of our subscribers."

For You selects topics for the newspaper

based upon tbeig "news value." You end Your world
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selects its articles "on the basis of their educational

value and their degree of high interest. Topics are

selected which appeal to older students' interest,

which are relevant to their lives, and which broaden

their experiences in both the intellectual and affective

domains."28

While News For YOU'S approach is Journalistic,

You and Your World's is academic. This is probably

the biggest difference between the two publications.

Each issue of You and Your World is oriented to skills

commonly needed by poor readers - -Word recognition,

reading comprehension, and interpreting symbols.

Development of map reading, techniques, and cartoon

interpretations are also a part of the total skills

program. Additional suggestions for reading develop-

ment are contained in a teacher's edition.29

Richard W. Flint, editorial director, described

You and Your World's approach as "instructional."

We are in the supplement education
business. We are very conscious
of concepts relevant to educational
goals. We build in certain educa-
tional skills for our readers in
every issue."

"Money, op. cit., July, 1969.

29Ibid.

3°Richard W. Flint, editorial director of You and Your

'World. Interview held at his office, Middletown, Connecticut,
, 3;13730, 1969.



The writers of You and Your World have back-

grounds as teachers, and they approach the paper from

a teachers' viewpoint. "We emphasize the educational

motive of Learning instead of just presenting news to

our readers."31

controversy.-Flint mentioned that You and your

World does not take sides, and is non-political.

Our point is not to indoctrinate.
We give both sides to controversial
items. We don't impose our point
of view on our readers because we
don't sell You and Your World on the
newsstand. Our aim is to bring our
readers up to the fifth-grade reading
level. After that, they can begin
the 'cafeteria style' and pick and
choose whet they want to read.32

Ideally, a newspaper written for new literates

should be objective because the readers are not

sophisticated enough to detect bias. However, being

completely objective is a difficult if not impossible

task for any publication, regardless of its editorial

policy. Since only a portion of the facts can be

included in the limited space of any newspaper, the

editor must select those items which are to appear.

"In the very process of selection, he [editor] of

39

311§14,

32f lint, op. July, 1969.
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necessity interprets the sews, Far from being

objectioaable, interpretation may help the reader to

react to the facts. "33

lixamples of bias include:

1. The editor's decision to quote certain

authorities.

2. The compariag and evaluation of possible
courses of action.

3. The placement of news stories in the paper.

4, The selection of the aspect of the story

on 'dash to write the lead.

Sthnic Groups. -You and Your World eedeavors to

present multi- ethnic features. Stories featuring

Orientals, Indians, Mmmicans, and Negroes have appeared

in ye:Louis issues of the first 13 editions.34

Flint remarked that the staff looks at the

ethnic problem wary closely because a lot of the readers

are multi-ethnic. However, there have been no reader-

ship studies to determine who are the readers. A

readership survey was planned far the fall of 1969.

Flint mentioned that the editorial staff does not

hesitate to change layouts and stories in the newspaper

if the ethnic balance is out of proportion. However,

R33---obert D. MOrphy, "luterpretiviCoverage of public

Affairs," Vitalising ttIUMpiA pjwjalreAkens Wracuss
University workshop, 1963) School of Journalise vertical file,

p 7.
34Nooney, op, Act, July, 1969.



there is no quota on the number of articles that have

to be white, black or yellow.35

The newspaper is written for the teacher as

well as the student.

Printing anything you want is noble,

but there are realities of life.

You have to know what is acceptable-
this year-if dealing with the teaching

profestion. The teachers control the
purse striagg. We have to please the
teachers and appeal to them as long
as we are in the educational field."

Geared to educational skills, You rod Your world

prints a weekly tacher's edition which is included in

each bundle of ten or more copies of the pupil's

edition. At least once a month, a transparency

appears in the teaeber's edition to assist the teacher

in supplementing a particular lesson featured in the

pupil's edition."

Like Itest.s.a....rots, the newspaper is written at

the third to fifth-grade level. In 1969-70, the

editors planned to have one pap: written et the third-

grade level for the poorest readers. No circulation

Aware. were available from low vid Your World, but

That mentioned that the staff was pleased with the

3571int, gRA.att., July, 1969,

361kL4

"Mooney, "). cit., July, 1969.
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start of the newspaper. similar publication

priated by American Education Publications, Know Your,

Vffis 14, (for readers under age 16) has a circulation

of 500,000. The editors of issand Your World hops

to surpass that figure in a reasonable amount of tires.

American Education Publications was purchased by Xerox

Company a few years ago. last year, American Education

Publications did $35 million worth of business in the

supplement education field. The publishing firs

prints some twenty different periodicals for elementary

and secondary schools. Its largest seller, /41 Weekly

ftt, has a circulation of more than 12 million.

oiltAnd Youfiorld has developed its own read-

ability formula based on the Chall-Dale system. Each

siord is each story is rated to its grads difficulty.

Sentence length and sentence structure are also closely

checked.

The price of the newspaper is $1.50 for 30 eight-

page issues. The newspaper is not printed in the

summer mouths. It is tabloid size, 11-3/4" z 14-3/4".

Articles are generally written three weeks in advent,

N
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sad are usually wore like features this news stories.

The printing of the asoospaper is INNIS in Columbus*

Ohio. ?be editorial staff consists of two ma sad

a women.

The succeeding chapter reviews the literature

relating to national periodicals for new literates.
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CHAPTER III

A RUM OF TI LITERATURE MATING TO PliitIODICALS
YO 1SW LITIRATIIS

Until the publication of You and Your World in

February, 1969, ,Naws For You was the only national

weekly adult newspaper published for new literates on

commercial seals.

glace an For You was the pioneer in this field,

previous research has been nonexistent. The writer

could not find any previous literature related to this

area. U11118CO's experience in this area has been

confined to periodicals for new literates on a local

level and not commercially.

However, Limbach Literacy Inc., has conducted

several studies of its own in the last four years.

In the spring of 1963, Laubich conducted two surveys.

One survey, developed by Margaret M. Johnson, was

directed toward the students themselves readies an

yor Xou and the other survey was aimed at the teachers
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using the newspaper.

The student readership survey was designed

chiefly to "discover what students liked or did not

like or understand in the paper during a particular

week and month; what kind of stories they liked to

read and what they read at hoes. "1 The teacher was

asked to cooperate in the study by handing out the

questioensire to the students and explaining the

questions. Of the 568 questionnaires sent to

17 schools, 97 useable questionnaires or 17 per cent

ware retureed by eight schools.

The survey revealed that 55 per cent of the

students were male and 58 per cent wars foreign born.

The two most liked features appearing regularly

the newspaper were "nations of the world" and "life

in the United States." "People" was third. HOINFAIT

no attempt was made to evaluate what the students

wanted to read that wasn't appearing in the newspaper.

It was famed that the students received news information

primarily from three sources: television, Wows For You,

and the redio in that order. The majority of the

liforgaret M. Johnson, "Readership Survey for laws
or You," report on file at Laubach Literacy Inc., 190, p. 6.
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students found no difficulty reading and umderstandia,

the articles in the newspaper, altbougb 21 per cent

reseeded that some of the words were too bard.

The second survey was sent to about 1,000 teachers

using lbws For you, to get their reaction to several

proposed editorial changes. About 455 questionnaires

were returned.2

The newspaper had been publishing four editions,

"AA", "A", "3" and a Spanish edition, all written at

different reading levels. The findings free the survey

prompted hews Far You to drop edition "AA" and the

Splmish edition and to publish only "A" and "3" for the

fall of 1966. The survey also revealed that more than

50 per cent cif the readers were in Special education

classes.

When asked about the difference in reading level

between edition i!h" and "IS", 144 teachers from the

survey reported "some difference;" 86 found a "great

difference;" 4 found "little difference;" and 115

did not answer.

Over 300 of the teachers said they were satisfied

2pews For ru survey, prepared by Limbach Literacy,

1 6Inc., Syracuse, 5, p. 1.
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with the four page size of Revs 70c You. When asked

about advertisements in the newspaper, 168 repented

they would not like advertising; 154 would like it,

11 it meant & increase in the number of pages; and

117 did not care one way or the other.

In 1966, Limbach Literacy, Inc., conducted

another survey seat to 3,000 instructors using News

For You. About 400 questionnaires were returned.

The survey was "to determine areas of interest in

materials for readers of limited ability."3 However,

the survey was not specifically about lbws For You.

The teachers indicated a strong need and interest

for materials on subjects oriented toward daily living

and personal improvement. Topics of great need

included: "citizenship," "health," "budgeting," "personal

development," "family living," and "job orientation."

In 1967-68 Thottukadavil Kosby interviewed 75

adult new literates in Adult Basic Education at

Washington Irving School, Syracuse, law York. His

study was unique in that he asked the students themselves

what subjects they were interested in. is felt that

3"Tiadioss oo a Survey of Users of laws For You,"
prepared by Limbach Literacy_, Inc., Syracuse, Soptarsbor, 1966,
pp. 1-6.



new literates, especially adults, were mature and

intelligent enough to decide what topics interested

them. Educators have usually decided for them.'

Koshy found that the subjects the students

"selected were close to their interests and useful to

their daily living."5 Students chose subjects such

as "asking a budget," "shopping for housing," "helping

children in school," and "understanding children."

The majority of students were female. Re reported

differences in what the students wanted to read and

what the instructors thought they preferred. Subjects

like 'good manners" and "national parks" were ranked

high by the teachers but low by the students. Out

of 57 titles, two titles, "making a budget" and "first

aid," ranked equally high by teacher and student. It

seems that these items have universal appeal.6

Koshy felt that the difference between teacher

and student reading interests was because the teacher

came from a middle-class background and the student

from a lower-class. Their views on life and values

were entirely different.

11...11.1.

48

4Thottukadavil I. Kosby, AjljaLLirj Into.peds for
lagfal Stud Materials as Expressed b a specs fic Group of

Adult Functional Illiterates, an unpublished Master s Thesis,

School of Journalism, Syracuse University, Syracuse, New York,

1969 pp. 89-90.
5litti.
6,TAL.4.
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Howard Boding and associates did a astioamide

survey of 500 teachers in Adult Basic Education programs.7

Topics mbich motivated students to want to read wars

numerous. 'Those most frequently mentioned wars:

rank order)

1. Get a better job.

2. Want to read and write letters.

3. Reed newspaper (current events).

4. Help children.

5. Want to read the Bible.

6. Get a high school diploma.

7. Personal improvement.

a. Pass driver's test.

9. Read application forms and fill out forms.

lo. Doesn't want family to be ashamed (keep up
with children).

11. Learn to read English to communicate (pass
citisemship test).

12. Signs and maps.

13. Read for enjoyment.

14. Take part in church and commueity organisations.

15. Required on job.

an

7Howard W. Boding, Mtvouri tdolt Vocttiows14Liter I
Materials eat teal R t (Columbia:
University of Missouri, Collaipi of Education, 190), p. 293.



The prevailing motives were oriented toward

daily living, personal improvement, and vocational

goals.3

Topics most frequently mentioned by the teachers

to be of high interest included: current events (news-

paper) ; how to manage money; state, local and national

government; biographies; homemaking; social security;

and information on tax returns.9

One topic, newspaper reading, ranked high with

both teachers and students. It seems that reading the

newspaper is something desired not only by the literate

reader, but also highly desired by the new literate.

The writer visited the editorial staff of You

and Your World in Middletown, Connecticut, during the

course of his research. Hs interviewed Richard Flint

and Thomas Mooney, editorial director and managing

editor, respectively. 'Both of these educators

commented on this study as being the first to their

knowledge conducted in the area of national newspapers

for adult new literates. Dr. Robert S. Laubach and

*1. Blakely also mentioned that they were not aware

3Ibid., p. 309.

galk, p. 167.

50
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of say previous research.

The following chapter exploits the methodology

sad procedure used in tido study.



CHAPIER IV

THE !THODOLOGY AND PROCEDURE USED IN THIS STUDY

The question of what research tool to use is a

serious matter in any study. The pros sod eons of

"mail questionnaire versus interview" are endless.

Albert Ellis found that in general, there is no signif-

icant difference between the mail questionnaire aAd the

interview. Each method has its definite advantages

and disadvantages, and neither can be given a blanket

endorsement.'

David Wallace reported that the type of sample

invariably depended on the kind of information the

researcher is seeking and found mail questionnaires can

be indicators of public feeling as long as the universe

is hamogensous.2

Some of the sdvantages of a mail questionnaire

are that "questions can be answered at the convenience

of the respondent; the respondent has a chance to

deliberate and look up information; questions can be

'Albert Ellis, "Questionnaire Versus Interview Methods
in the Study of Human Love Relationships," Americ___±1in ogrIeLciol I

Review, XXII, (1947) p. 541.
2David Wallace, "A Case For and Against Mail Quastion-

noires," ittiVALWJALVAMELTA XXVIII (1954), p. 49.
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standardised; the bias of an interviewer is eliminated;

ths-respoedont need not be identified; and specific

segments of the population can be reached."3

The wide geographical distribution of Nora For,

You ruled out the possibility of the interview technique.

The readership was too fravrented, too divers*. The

time and money were not available to travel around the

country interviewing teachers in different types of

classes using News For You,, although it nay have been

the ideal procedure. In preparing this study a

"student" readership survey was considered. The

student is probably more aware of what be likes or

dislikes about the newspaper than anyone else. It
would seen logical to go to the stuoien'i. and find out

from bin if he is satisfied with the newspaper. He

is the one who reads it.
However, it was finally decided by this writer

to survey the thews: The reason being that the

teacher is the person who orders or cancels the news-

paper. Students have little or no voice in accepting

or rejecting News For You. They are a captive

3Ia land Brown, ffectivAlt!.* artlist 'Leest
2nd edition, (linglewOodWI.J.Preatice-Nall, Inc.,
1964), p. 150.
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audience. It was also felt by the writer that the

now literate would have difficulty filling out a survey,

no matter bow simply designed.

News For You is written and designed like a real

newspaper, but it is not marketed like a standard news-

paper. It is marketed through the school system and

has to be approved and accepted by the administration

and the teachers. The teachers are the key people

that News For you has to pleas..

Because of the influence of the teacher, it was

felt that a survey directed to the teacher would be

more beneficial than one aimed at the student.

Jack B. Haskins suggested that a random sample

of the is acbers would be suitable for this study.4

The universe was homogeneous and consisted of teachers

with similar educational backgrounds. The teachers

were also familiar with News For you, and it was felt

that they would be more willing to answer a mail

questionnaire because of this factor.

On May 21, Hews For You's circulation was 30,000

due to the summer drop. By checking the mailing

4Jack B. Haskins, Syracuse University School of
Journalism Research Professor. Interview hold at his office,

Syracuse University, May, 1969.
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addresses on stencils, it was found that there were

1,178 subscribers ordering at Least five copies of the

newspaper. A list of those ordering less than five

copies were filed separately and not included in this

survey. The 1,178 subscribers represent more than

1,178 teachers because the orders are usually placed

in bulk quantities. There was no exact way to determine

how many teachers were using News For You. A 500 sub-

scription order sent to an Adult Basic gducation center

obvioutily has more than one teacher using the newspaper.

Since there was no valid way to determine how many

teachers were using Wit newspaper troy the mailing lists

or subscription orders, it was felt by this writer and

Haskins that a questionnaire sent at random to the

1,178 subscribers would suffice for this study, as long

as only one teacher from each school received a question -

naire.

Haskins suggested that a random sample of 300

questionnaires be sent to the teachers which meant

that one out of every four names on the mailing list

would receive a questionnaire. Final number of
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questionnaires sent was 287. The number was not

higher because of some duplicate orders.

A record of the sailing addresses was kept.

The 287 teachers receiving News For You ordered 7,275

copies of the newspaper or about one-fourth of the

total circulation.

The Questionnaire. -The questionnaire used in

this study was adapted from a questionnairs that

Laubach Literacy, Inc., had developed in 1965. Some

different questions were added in consultation with

Laubach and Mrs. Blakely. The questionnaire was

pretested on four Adult Basic Education teachers at

Washington Irving School, Syracuse. Hone of the four

teachers had any difficulty understanding and filling

out the questionnaire. Further pretesting was

considered not necessary because the questionnaire

was slullar to one previously employed by Laubach

Literacy, Inc.

A review of the literature on mail survey

methodology revealed many special mailing procedures

which have been shown to increase mail return rates.5

Slack S. Haskins and Barry M. Feinberg, Newspaper

bi Look at Research. s Role in Future Cha

Opportutities and Problems (Syracuse, New York: Syracuse

University Communication Research Center, 1968), p. 15.
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following procedures were used in this

co maximize returns:

1. A cower letter was sent along with the question-

noire.

2. News For You letterhead stationery was used.

3. A statement of due date was mentioned.

4.- An assurance of anonymity was given.

5. Inclusion of title was used along with signa-

ture of Mrs. Blakely.

6. Special content in letter was mentioned (stress

upon the result, to be used far master's thesis

and its importance).

7. The use of first class postage (64 stamp *famed).

8. The use of self-addressed stamped return

envelope.

On May 21, 1969, 287 questionnaires were sent to

teachers using !lows For You. By June 14, 106 returns

or 36 per cent had replied. A follow-up letter with

the same questionnaire was sent Suns 17 to those who

failed to respond, In the follow-up letter, a post-

script was added offering the respondent a copy of

the results of the survey. The June 17 follow-up

letter brought in 44 additional responses. Thirteen

of the 44 respondents requested a summarised copy of



NIS the results of the study. The survey cut off date

was set July 10, 1969. Out of the 237 questionnaires

seat to the teachers, 150 or 52 per cent were returned.

Among the 150 questionnaires returned, there were

6 questionnaires blank or too incomplete to use;

therefore, the final number of useable questionnaires

was 144, giving a 50 per cent return of useable

questionnaires.

The higher the response rats in a sample survey,

the more valid the results. In a telephone interview

with the writer, Haskins put "50 per cent as the

minimum arbitrary cut off point with a mail question-

naire survey."6 He felt that a 50 per cent return

for this study was reasonable and respectable.

It was this writer's opinion that the sample

was large enough and the return rats high enough to

assure a note of validity that the non-respondent

would not differ substantially from the respondent

and that the bias would not be a distorting factor

in analyzing and tabulating the returns rookived.

53

()Haskins, telephone interview at his boos, Syracuse,

August 5, 1969.
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The universe consisted of teachers end, was homogeneous

in this respect. The teachers were also familiar

with News For you, having used it in their classrooms.

A 50 per cent rsturn was judged good, considering

the returns from previous mail questionnaires. Heding

received a 40 per cent return from a survey of teachers

in Adult Basic Education. Brown reported that the

normal percentage returns on most mail questionnaires

are from 10 to 15 per cent. 7 Laubach Literacy, Inc.,

received a 13 per cent return from its survey of teachers

using News For You in 1966.

Results of Burvev.-Is New For You written for

the right audience? Who are the readers? Black?

White? Are they mostly male or female? Are most of

the readers, adults in Adult Basic Education or teenagers

in Special Education? Are the teachers satisfirl with

the content in News For You? What do they like and

dislike about the newspaper? How could it be improved?

This study tries to answer some of these

questions. It is hoped that this study will offer some

possible reasons for the sharp decline in circulation

7Brown, po. cit. , p. 151.



ppm Tor You, has had far three straight years. After

reaching 101,096 readers is 1966, the circulatioo fell

to 529569 in 1969.

During 196$49, Mews For You recetved frequent

letters from teachers complaining that the newspaper

was "too black oriented." This study looks at that

criticism to see if that allegation was valid.

Roland E. ;Wesley, professor at Syracuse

University School of Journalism and consultant to Ws
For You, remarked at an editorial meeting that "if

pews Yoe You's market is predominantly white, too much

black news could etiolate the white reader."

When this writer worked on the staff of Mews

Tor You, in September, 1968, Mrs. Blakely mentioned that

she thought a large per cant of the readers were black

and adult. But she had re) readership study to

substantiate her claim. The last teacher survey was

dons in 1965.

From that survey, it was revealed that 55 par

cent of the readers were youth and 45 per cent were

adult.

8loland B. wolselsy, professor of Journalise, Syracuse

University. News For You, editorial meeting held at the Syracuse

Usiversity Ilknohouse Communications Center, July 2, 1969.
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Although this survey was not a "student"

readership study of News For You, sous questions were

included to offer some insight as to "who are the readers."

RESULTS OF THE SURVEY

The u esti fa.........L........zonson the Surve

1. Where Do You Teach?

TAME 3

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF TEACHERS

Nuaber of
Area Respondents Percentage

New England 3 6

Middle Atlantic 48 33

Southeast 24 16

Central 35 24

Northwest 7 5

Southwest 4 3

Far West 17 12

Canada 1 1

Total 144 100
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Geoara Leal Distribution

A breakdown of the Middle Atlantic region shows

New York with 27 respondents; Pennsylvania 9; New

Jersey 6; Maryland 4; Delaware 1; and District of

Columbia 1. In the Central region, Illinois had 12

respondents; Michigan 3; Ohio 5; Wisconsin 3;

Missouri 3; Minnesota 2; Indiana 1; and Iowa 1.

From the Southeast: Mississippi 5; Florida 4;

North Carolina 3; Virginia 5; South Carolina 2;

Alabama 1; Georgia 1; Kentucky 1; Louisiana 1; and

Tennessee 1.

California lad the Far Vast region with 12;

Washington 2; OrOSOD 2; and Nevada 1. From New Utilised:

Massachusetts 4; Connecticut 3; and New Hampshire 1.

In the Northwast: Colorado 3; Nebraska 2; Kansas 1;

and South Dakota 1. From the Southwest: Arizona 1;

New Mexico 1; Oklahoma 1; and TOMB 1. One reply

was received from Canada.

umalsli..4.1mA Ammo AA elatmai thewenhow^wmp.

District of Columbia, and Canada. The majority of the

respondents were in large, urban cities such as MO
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York City, and Chicago. The significance of this

regional breakdown is that News For You is widely

circulated and has established bases for future pro-

motion. The newspaper seems to have its greatest

circulation in the states whore illiteracy is high.

For examplo, in the 1960 census, New York had nearly

800,000 persons age 25 and over with less than five

years of schooling.9 The newspaper is also circulated

in the large cities where Special Education is the

strongest.

2. How Many Students Do You Have Reading News

For You?

TABLE 4

SIZE OF CLASS READING NEWS FOR YOU

Size of Class Rigglamlis Percentage

5-10 13 9

11-20 43 30

21-30 15 17

31-40 17 12

41-50 12 8

51-60 3 6

61-70 1 1

71-80 1 1

81-90 3 2

91-100 3 1

Above 100 15 10

(No response) 3 2

Total 144 100

9See appendix for breakdown by states of persons age 25 and

over with less than five years of education, Bureau of Census,

1960.
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,hiss of Class

This table shows that the majority of the

students reading Saws For You are in fairly small

classes. Fortyssight per cent of the teachers use

the newspaper in classes numbering 11-30 students.

A check of the survey revealed that the majority of

the teachers using Sews for You with "above 100

students ;' were in Adult Basic Iducation programs.

3. In Row Many Different Classes Do You Use WY?

TABIZ 5

NUMMI OF DIFFZUNT CIASSZS USING 1UWS FOR YOU

..

Number of
Classes Respondents

1 42

2 35

3 19

4 or more 47

(lio response) 1

Total 144

meant***

29

24

13

33

1

00
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!lumber of Claspes

With 70 per cent of the teachers using the news-

paper in more than one class, this table indicates that

the newspaper is probably used with a considerable

number of students.

4. What Edition Do You Use? "A" "1" both

TABLE 6

EDITION 07 lIEWEPAPIR USED IT TEACHERS

Zditioa

Both "A" and "B"

(1Io Response)

Total

Amber of
Respondents Pereentase

52 36

20 14

63 47

4 3

144 100

"ditto° Used in Class

Mrs. Blakely mentioned to this writer that level

"A" is the edition most used by the teachers.10 It is

also the easiest to read. A Immo percentage of the

teachers, however, use both editiosis.

°Blakely, op. cik., July, 1969.
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5. What is the Latest Issue of NFY You Rave Used?

TAME 7

DATZ OF LAST ISSUE USED IN THE CLASSROOM

Number of
!Path Respondents Percentile

Msy 7 12 8

14 13 13

21 51 35

28 25 17

June 4 19 13

U 7 5

18 5 3

25 3 2

(No Response) 4 4

Total 144 100

Issue Usvd Last

The najority of the teachers were using MI los

MLu when the questionnaire was wailed My 21, 1969.

This question was included to check when the teacher had

last used the newspaper in the classroom.
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6. What Difference in Reading Level Do You Find

Between "A" and "I"?

TABUS

READABILITY DIFFERENCE BETWEEN "A" MID "3"

Number of

Variation Respondents Fermatas*

Some difference 70 49

Great difference 19 13

Little or no difference 12 8

NO comment 29 20

Oft Response) 14 10

Total 144 100

;Wading Levels

Sixty-two per cent of the teachers indicated that

they found soma difference between the reading level of

"A" and "B". Howeer, few teachers found a "great"

difference between the two editions.

7. How Long Rave You used NFY?
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TABU 9

Men OF TEARS UMW IMIS Fat YOU

lumber of
Years Reavoadents Percentage

Less than 1 30 21

1-2 74 51

3-4 26 18

5 or more 12 3

(No Response) 2 2

Total 144 100

Number 4.....zL1....MQii..,..Eimearsthe

This table indicates that there is a large turnover

of teachers using lbws For You, and that the majority of

teachers have used the newspaper less than two years.

A need to "prom"te" the newspaper every year seems evident.

8. How Do You Feel About the Present Four-Page Size
of ITT?
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TABU' 10

FISLINGS TOWARD PRIMA! SIM OF 1WS FOR Y(1

Number of

Recommendation Res ndent Per

About right slam

Need mars pages

Too much material

No comment

99

39

3

3

69

27

2

2

Total 144 100

fix. of Newspaper

The present fourpage format seems to be about the

right else desired by most of the teachers. News For You

printed a special eightpage edition as an experimental

issue Nay 14, 1969. The teachers expressed little

reaction to the sight - pages. At one time. News For You

was considering expanding to eight pages.

9. Please Check the Amount of Space You Would Like

to See Given to the Following Subjects.
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?ARM 11

SW ors PRRFIRRID Sr MMUS

More Lass Sams No

Category Space Space Space Space

% % X X

world Mews 35.0 4.2 56.3 0

Sports 28.5 3.3 57.0 0

U.S. News 44.4 2.1 49.3 0

Sex Iducation 29.2 5.0 45.1 10.4

Dear Miry 10.0 12.0 57.0 14.0

Negro History 24.0 25.0 42.4 3.5

Job Information 57.0 6.0 32.0 1.0

Spotlight 10.4 15.0 65.3 6.0

News Briefs 31.3 5.0 56.3 2.1

Crossword Fusee 28.5 4.2 56.0 5.0

TV 22.0 10.4 59.0 3.5

wkly quiz 22.2 3.5 66.0 5.0

Foods 28.0 5.0 56.0 6.3

How to Budget Money 50.0 3.0 40.0 2.1

Health 46.0 1.0 47.2 1.0

Children Upbringing 38.2 4.2 44.4 8.3

Religion 13.2 7.0 65.3 84

Science 35.0 6.3 59.0 1.0
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are the top five subjects needing "more space,"

sea space," and "no space."

TABLE 12

TOP FIVE SUBJECTS "MORE SPACE"

Category Percentage

Job Information 57.0

Budget 50.0

Health
46.0

U.S. haws 44.4

Children Upbringing 36.2

TABLE 13

TOP FIVE SUBJECTS "LESS SPACE"

Category Percentage

Negro History

Spotlight

Dear Mary

TV

25.0

15.0

12.0

10.4
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TABLE 14

TOP FIVE SUBJECTS "NO SPACE"

Category Percentage

Dear Mary

Sex Education

Children Upbringing

Religion

Foods

14.0

10.4

8.3

8.0

6.3

World Nwus

More than one-third of the teachers indicated "more

space" was needed for world news. In most standard news-

papers the volume of international news is a small pro-

portion of the total new space. Little foreign

affairs news is published and even less is read on the

average. 11 It is doubtful whether a story of the

"devaluation of the French franc" would appeal to many

News or You, readers. However, an account of the

Russian invasion of Czechoslovakia would probably have

high interest. In general, world news probably has

11Bernard Berelson and Morris Janowits, powder in Public
Opinion sad Communication, 2n4 ed. (New York: The Free Press,
1966), pp. 134-135.
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more appeal for adults than teenagers.

Sports,

If the majority of the readers in Special

gducation are boys, it seems that teachers in Special

iducation would want more space devoted to sports in

News For You. However, if a large percentage of the

students are women, sports would probably have little

appeal. Nelson Henry reported that "ten times as many

men as women read the sports page.'' 12 Of the top five

subjects marked "less space," sports was fifth, with

8 per cent of the teachers indicating too much space

was devoted to the topic.

U.S. Haws

Ws. Blakely described News For Yeti's main

objective as "providing the news. We are a nrespepera"13

Although page 1 was entirely sews, 44 per coat of the

teachers indicated "more spec," to U.S. news. Since

this survey, News For Xou has devoted both page 1 and

peg* 2 to U.S. and world news. Of the top five

subjects marked "more space," U.S. news was fourth.

12Nelson B, Henry, ed., Adult Readigi (Chicago: National

Study for the Study of Education, 1950, p. 12.

1381akely, op. cit., July, 1969.
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Sex Education

Perhaps no other subject in the schooks creates

as much controversy as sex education.14 Sex education

was the second highest subject marked no apace," (10

per cent of the teachers). A content analysis of

News For You mad* by this writer revealed that there

were no sex education articles printed during the school.

year. However, columnist Mary Stewart in her column,

Dear Mary, gave readers advice relating to sex education,

but this was infrequent. News For You has found in the

past that sex education is a highly controversial

subject which demands careful handling.

Dear Mary

Besides black history, probably no other regular

feature in News For You has generated so much controversy

as Dear Mary. Only 10 per cent of the teachers

indicated more space' to the column which was the lowest

amount given to any subject. It was ranked number one

as the subject needing "no space' and number throe in

the column of 'less space.' Some of the criticism

against the column were: 'letters are too infantilde,'

14Saturday Review, p. 67
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"answers are stupid," "problems can't be solved in

one-fourth inch of a column."

Hs&ro History

"Less space" for Negro history was marked by

25 per cent of the teachers, the highest percentage of

any subject. These figures indicate that ome-fourth

of the teachers felt that too much space was devoted

to blacks in 1963-69. Sons fairly typical comments

were: "too much stress on racial hotbed," "too much

black history," "while an important subject, too much

emphasis on matters pertaining to and about Negroes."

Jab Information

This was the subject that the largest number of

teachers indicated "more space," 57 per cent. Resources,

U.S.A., on behalf of Laubach Literacy, Inc., made an

inquiry to directors of Adult Basic Education programs

in the United States and found that "job orientation"

ranked number two as the most needed materia1.15

Howard Heding reported in a survey of 500 Adult Basic

Education teachers that "Get a Better lob" was the

number one motive that students gave for going to schoo1.16

-rindings from "Summary of an Inquiry as to tha Needs is

the Adult Education Fields," conducted by Resources, U.S.A.,
n.d., p. 9.

d W. Reding, ours. dult Vocati 1 tor c

Nsterials Dsw1opwat o act Final Report (Co umbia:

University of Hissauri, College of Education, 1967), p. 309.
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Spotlight

In the "less space" category, spotlight was the

second highest ranked subject. Only 10 per cent of

the teachers marked "more space," making it the second

least subject for expansion.

News Briefs

The average news brief in. News Tor You is about

one column inch, and perhaps this is why the subject

wasn't mocked higher for more space."

Crossword task

On the average, the crossword puzzle appears in

the newspaper about once a month. One teacher suggested

that the puzzle use "words other than those based in

previous articles," which is the usual pr2ctice. How-

ever, the crossword puzzle drew little positive or

negative comments from the teachers.

%elevisioe

Television was the fourth highest subject marked

'less space' in News For You. Most of the television

articles were about personalities and news events

relating to the media, such as CBS's firing of the
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Smothers Brothers, end advertising cigarettes on

television. The newspaper recommends certain shows

for viewing, usually those of an educati*nal natters.

One teacher suggested that at least two weeks notice

-:.a2 advance of television shows be given instead of the

current week's schedule because the newspaper was

sometimes late."

Weekly Quiz,

The majority of the teachers, 66 per cent, felt

that the amount of space given to the quit was adequate.

It appears in the newspaper nearly every week, and is

designed to aid the teacher.

loads

This was the fifth least liked subject with 6

per cent of the teachers indicating "no space."

Articles on foods would probably have little appeal to

teenagers and would appeal mainly to fossils adults in

Adult Basic Zducation programs.

gmlo lutist Mow

Only job information drew "more space" response

from the teachers than how to budget money. Thottukadavil
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Koshy, reported in a study of students in Adult Basic

Education that Making a Budget and First Aid (health)

were two subjects that both teachers and students rated

high in interest and need.i7 George Gallup in a

nationwide survey found that "next to a man's health,

his pocketbook is of greatest interest.''18 How to

manage money ranked high with Adult Basic Education

teachers in Heding's study, also.19

*Dank

Health was the third highest subject marked for

more space" by the teachers, 46 per cent. Gallup lists

health as one of the great and continuing interests of

the public. George Klare and Byron Buck found that

the age-old human problems of how to keep well are of

great interest to almost all groups.20 It seems to

have universal appeal.

children Upbrinzios

With such a diverse readership consisting of

adults and teenagers, it would seem that children up-

bringing would be of mixed interest. Eight per cent

of the teachers marked "no space' to the subject, making

17
,..Koshy, cit., pp. 89-90.
"George Ga lup, "Ovorwhelaing Ividsacs of strength,'

gator fnd Publisher, July 13, 1967, p. 72.

"Reding, op. cif. , p. 167.
20Gems. Klars and Byron Buck, now Your Reoder (New

York: Ilorattago Mouses 1954), p. 74.
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it the third highest narked subject in that category.

But on the other band, 38 per cent of the teachers

indicated that "more space" be devoted to children

upbringing, making it the fifth highest subject in that

category.

!Wilton,

Of the top five subjects narked "no space,"

religion was fourth with 8 per cant of the teachers

expressing disapproval. However, little Wigton news

was printed in the newspaper. The only religious news

printed was about religious figures such as the Pope

and his birth control decree. Only 13 per cent

indicatedlsoce space" to the subject.

faience

Thirty-five per cent of the teachers indicated

"more space" be given to science. Mews For You did

not carry a science column during the year. Most of

the science stories were linked to current news such as

the Apollo flights. Douglas Waples and Ralph Tyler

reported in a study of people's reading interests that

young people are generally more interested in /Alsace
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than adults. 21

Contrasts of Subjects. -If News For You has half

adult and half teenage readership, the question arises

how did these two distinct interest groups compare in

content preference. The 13-19 year-old reader is

different from the 30 year-old and much different from

the 45-60, especially in activities. Magazine publtshe71

have long recognized this, and a good family magazine

has something different for each age group.22 With only

four pages, News For You is not a "family newspaper."

It carries an average of 200 column inches of space in

each issue. Its advertisements state that it is an

adult newspaper with adult content.

!Meat...Age of the disparity between adult and teenage

students, it SO0m probable that teachers in Adult Basic

Education would prefer different subject matter than

teachers in Special Education. In this study, Adult

Basic Education refers to kltudonts over age 20 who are

enrolled in adult classes. Those below age 20 are

usually enrolled in Special Education classes in the

public schools. They are the slow learner, the educable

21Douglas Waples and Ralph Tyler, Wh.s.le Want to
Read About (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1931), p. 7.
Though outdated, this is a classical. reader interest study. It is
questionable whether reader interests have changed much over the
years.

22/c p. 101.
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mentally retarded. If a class wasn't listed on the

survey as Adult Basic Education or Special Education,

it was placed in the "Other" category. The "Other"

category consisted of classes for the foreign-born,

American Indian, and Cuban refugee. Out of the 144

returned questionnaires, 38 were placed in the "Other"

category; 53 in Adult Basic Education; and 53 in

Special Education.

A comparative analysis of subject matter preferred

by teachers in Adult Basic Education, Special Education,

and "Other" is revealed in Table 15. ,(See following

PaS0)

woarison of Subject Preference Among Different
Teachers

World News

The writer found that 24 per cent of the teachers

in the "Other" category use News For You in classes for

the foreign-born. Table 15 indicates world news would

appeal more to those teachers since their students represent

many foreign countries. Those in Special Education

appear not as interested. Adults would probably be

more interested in world news than teenagers.
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Teachers in Special Education indicated a

greater need for "more sports' than the other teachers.

Studies of students in Special Education reveal that

the as are boys. Sports would have a strong

appeal to boys.

U.S. News

This was one of the few categories that all the

teachers felt "more apace" should be given.

Sex Education

Thirteen per cent of the teachers in Adult Basic

Education and 'Other" indicated "no space" be given to

*ex education. Forty per cent of the teachers in

Special Education wanted more space for the subject.

Perhaps adults would have less need for sex education

than teenagers with less experience.

Dear Mart

There was unanimous agreement that leas space

be given to Dear Mary. A high percentage of the

teachers in all three categories felt that no space"

be devoted to the weekly column.
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NeAr0 History

All the teachers indicated that "less space" be

given to Negro history. Thirty-four per cent of the

teachers in "Other" felt that there was too much on

blacks. The percentage was considerably lass among

teachers in Adult Basic Education because there are

probably more Negroes enrolled in Adult Basic Education

programs. Twenty-eight per cent of teachers in Special

Education indicated "less space" be given to the blacks.

Whites probably outnumber the blacks in Special

Education by a far greater margin than in Adult Basic

Education.

Job Information

Nearly three out of four of the teachers in

Special Education indicated "more space" be devoted to

this subject. More than half of the Adult Basic

Education teachers also felt this to be an important

subject. On the other hand, 13 per cent of the teachers

in "Other" indicated "less space" to job information.

Since a largo number of the students are foreigners,

job information may not be as important to them as

.
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learning about customs of the United States.

Spotlight

A fairly large number of the teachers in Adult

Basic Education and Special Education indicated "less

space" to this regular feature. Eleven per cent of

the teachers in Special Education felt "no space" was

needed for the spotlight. Only a few of the spotlight

features were on teenagers, and this may be the reason

Special Educativa teachers saw little value in the

feature.

SIADAradils 11.04mf*
itqWWW

None of the three groups showed any interest in

changing this subject. On the average, about 6 column

inches are devoted to news briefs in each issue.

Crossword Puzzle

All throe groups are content to leave this

category as it is, although 8 per cent of the Adult

Basic Education teachers indicated 'flees space."

Television

Teachers in Special Education desired more space

be given to television than the other two groups.
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Many of tha educational programs are aimed at the

younger people, and this may be one reason why Special

Education teachers see a greater need for this subject.

Nineteen per cent of the teachers in Adult Basic

Education indicated "less space.'

Weekly Quiz

A very large percentage of the teachers felt

the quiz, usually appearing weekly, remain the same.

Teachers in Special Education appear less satisfied,

Foods

Forty per cent of the Adult Basic Education

Teachers indicated "more space" to this subject compared

to 25 per cent in Special Education, and 16 per cent

in "Other.' A large number of the students in Adult

Basic Education is female and this is probably why

"foods" is desired more by Adult Basic Education

teachers.

How to Budget Monty

Next to job information, this subject pulled the

greatest response from teachers in Adult Basic Education

and Special Education. It seems that teachers in
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"Other" prefer world and U.S. news, This way be partly

due to the number of foreign students in the classes,

and that the "Other" teachers feel that geography and

history of the United States is more important.

Health

This subject was of equal high interest to Adult

Basic Education teachers and those in Special Education,

Sixty-six per cent of the "Other" teachers indicated

the subject should remain the sass space,

Children Upbringing

Teachers in Special Education had mixed reactions

to this subject: 47 per cent indicated "more space,"

but 13 per cent felt that no space was needed. It

would seem that teachers is Adult Basic Education would

have greater interest in this subject because many of

the adult students have families. A fairly high

percentage of "Other" indicated "no space" to the subject.

Religion

Most of the teachers were content to leave this

subject unchanged. However, 11 per cent of the

teachers in Special Education indicated "no space" to



the subject. Only 2 per cent of the teachers in

Adult Basic Education felt tir.: saws way.

Science

A larger percentage of the teachers in Adult

Basic Education indicated "more space" to this subject

than teachers in Special Education. In fact, 13 per

cent of the Special Education teachers indicated "less

space." Perhaps teachers feel television has taken

over some of the responsibilities of teaching science.

Contrasts of Subjects. -This comparison of subject

interests reflects the extreme, if not impossible, task

of writing for specific interest groups. The reading

interests (from the teacher's viewpoint) show a marked

contrast in several subjects. Those in Special

Education want more sports than those in Adult Basic

Education. Teachers in Special Education and "Other"

want more U.S. news than teachers in Adult Basic

Education. Teachers in Special Education and "Other"

want far "loss space" devoted to Negro history then

those in Adult Basic Education. Teachers in Adult

Basic Education and Special Education want "more space"

89



90

given to job information, budgeting and health; how-

ever, those in "Other" do not Teachers in Adult

Basic Education are more interested in foods and science

than those in Special Education and "Other." Teachers

in Adult Basic Education and Special Education agree on

several subjects, but those in "Other" seldom agreed

with Special Education and Adult Basic Education teachers.

Teachers in "Other" have little interest for job infor-

mation, budgeting, and health--all rated high by Adult

Basic Education and Special Education teachers. There

is fairly unanimous agreement that 'less space" be given

to Dear Meryl Negro history, spotlight and television

among the throe groups, although they differ in degree.

How to satisfy each diverse interest group without

offending the other is the key problem facing the editor

of News For You. The selection of news and articles

should be carefully adapted to the needs of each interest

group.

A newspaper editor is in a completely
analogous situation. He cannot hope
that every department of the paper,
much less every item therein, will
appeal to every member of his actual
or potential audience. It would be
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utterly absurd for him to act on any
such premise. What he must assume
instead is that his audience is quits
heterogeneous; that what will appeal
to some will not appeal to others.
His space is limited; he cannot
publish everything that everyone might
read. What he must undertake to do,
therefore, is to meet the separate
requirements of each reader and each
reader group as well as he can. The
editor should select news and feature
items and allocate them within space
available in such a way as to maximise
the satisfaction of total potential
reader demsof and in terms of aggregate
circulation.43

10. Would You Prefer an Eight-Page Paper?

TABLE 16

NUMBER OF TEACHERS PREFERRING Al EIGHTPAGE NEWSPAPER

Reply Number of
Respondents

Yes 47 33

No 65 45

No comment 27 19

(No Response) 5 3

Total 144 100

23Alan S. Donnahoe, "Miss Ccomunications Theory:
Macroscopic Approach," Journalise Quarterly, =UV (1957),
pp. 443-451.



Increased Fames

Tbe wejority of the teachers seem satisfied with

the present size of Hews For You. In Table 10, 69 per

cent of the teachers indicated that four pages of

reading material was enough for their readers. This

question was included to compare results.

11. How Do You Feel About Advertisements in WY?

TAMS 17

MUM OF TRACHIRS TOWARD ADVIRTISZMUTS

1111111111.*

92

amber of

fly Respondents

no difference 31 22

Would like 28 19

Don't like 62 43

No comment 13 9

(16 Response) 10 7

Total 144 100

The opponents of advertising almost double those

favoring advertisements in the newspaper. During the

aiwiteiNsumsaix
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later part of the year, Mews For You, ran several

advertisements of their own in the newspaper announcing

new educational books and materials foc the teachers.

Some of the comments against advertisements were: all

space should be used for reading," it distracts the

reader." Some teachers said they would be in favor of

adv ertising if it "wasn't too prominent," "made more

pages possible," and "cut costs."

12. How Did You Learn About IIFY?

TABU 18

SCURCE OF DISCOVICRIFC PEWS FM YOU

10,

Method of Finding Out amber of
About News For You Respondents Percents's

Advertisement 48 33

Friend 21 15

School Administration 49 34

Other 25 17

(Ilo Response) 1 1

Total 144 100
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Di 11COMY of NOWSPOPer

-. Nearly three-fourths of the teachers learned

about pews For You iron advertisements or from the

school administration. In either case, advertising

was probably the medium of information. The category

"friend" refers to fellow teacher or another person

acquainted with the publication. "Other" refers to

conferences, Limbach Literacy, Inc., workshops, and

demonstrations of literacy materials held at various

locations throughout the United States. With 72 per

cent of the teachers using News For You lass than two

years, it seems that a "reselling job" is needed annually

to promote the newspaper.

13. We Publish an Annual Xeacher's Guide Early
in the Fail. Do You Find it Useful?

TABLE 19

THE lIFFICTIVINISS OF THE TIACHER'S GUMS

Find Teacher's Guide *saber of
Useful Respondents

Yes

No

No comment

78 54

13 9

28 19

Not received 23 16

(No Response) 2 2

Total j44 100
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Teacher's Guide

Only 9 per cent of the teachers found the

Teacher's Guide to be of no uie. Sixteen per cent of

the teachers wrote on the survey that they had never

received a Teacher's Guide, but would like a copy.

The Teacher's Guide, has been an annual publication

since 1962. However, the editorial staff of Mews Far

Dain July, 1969, were working on an experimental

weekly edition. If response was favorable from the

teacher; Hews For You planned to publish a Teacher's

Guide on a weekly basis beginning in the fall of 196940

14. How Do Most of Your Students Find low

TAILS 20

RIADING DIFFICULTY OF NUS FOR YOU

Readability Level
Number of
Res dents

lacy to read and understand 40

Fairly easy to read, understand 62

Fairly bard to reads understand 16

Too hard to read, understand 0 0

Full range, hard and easy 15 10

Total

2451akely, poi, cit.
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Difficulty

It appears that the majority of the students have

no problem reading the newspaper. No teacher found it

too hard. It was not possible from this questionnaire

to determine which edition was judged "fairly hard"

because in most instances, the teacher used both "A" and

"II" in the classroom. Tea per cent of the teachers

indicated the newspaper was "hard for some students and

easy for others," depending on the student.

15. We Changed Our Body Type and hag of WY This
Year. Do You Like the New Look?

TASK 21

MUM TOWARD TYPOGRAPHICAL CRAM

Number of

lAke "Now leak" Respopdents Perciptess

Yes 86 60

No 8 6

No comment 45 31

(No Response) 5 3

Total 144 100
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New Tips and Play

News For You switched from a justowriter to a

new IBM typesetting machine in January, 1969. The news-

paper's flag was also redesigned. The majority of the

teachers indicated they approved of the change. However,

it may have been difficult for most of the teachers to

renamber what the original newspaper looked like. This

probably accounts for the 31 per cent not responding to

the questionASee pest 125 for type size, face, etc.).

16. Have Your Students Ivor Answered an limy
Question or Crossword Pussle in mri and Moiled
ft Sack to

TAME 22

UTTERS FROM SIUDINTS

Amber of
1 Res to

Yea

No

Total

39

105

27

73

144 100

Letters from Students

On the average, News For You receives about 300
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letters from students replying to the monthly essay

question. It is not known whether the sass students

write each month. A little over one-fourth of the

teachers indicated that some of their students had

responded to contests sponsored by News For You.

17. What is the Estimated Age Range of Your Students?

TABLE 23

AGE RANGES OF STUDENTS

Number of Respondents Total
Agke Range ABE Sp. Otlin-m- Smear Percents*

1042 .. 1 1 2 1

13-19 .. 51 16 67 47

20-65 33 1 17 71 49

(10 Response) 4 3

Total 144 100

em.
This table indicates that nearly half of the

readers of Nips For You, are teenagers and in Special

Education. La a survey conducted by Limbach Literacy,

Inc. , in 1965, the teenage readership was 53 per ceet.25

25itaws Tor You survey, at JAI., p. 1.
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The age of the adults in this study ranged from 20 to

65. The U.S. Office of Education did national survey

of students in Adult Ulric Education programs and

reported that 46 per cent of the students were from

25 to 44 years of age. Only 10 per cent were 55 and

ovsr.26

18. What Race Ars Your Students?

TAME 24

RACE OF STUDENTS

/lumber of Respondents Total
Race AU S Other Number

Mostly white 13 41 13

Mostly Black 25 7 5

Even, black/whits 13 3 4

Other 2 2 9

(No Response)

Total

72 50

37 26

20 14

13 9

2

144 100

to

White students outnumber blacks in Special Education

by about six to one, but in Adult Basic Education, black

267indings from "Narrativs Summary of National Data on
Students in Adult Basic Education," U.S. Office of Education
(Washington, D.C.: Goverment Printing Press, 1966), p. 1.
See appendix for summary.
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students predominate by about two to one. "Other"

consists of Cubans, Spanish-Amsricans, American Indians,

and foreign-born. However, the salient feature is

that the majority of the readers are white. The U.S.

Office of Education's national survey of Adult Basic

Education programs revealed that 56 per cent of the

students were white and 35 per cent black.27

When designing this questionnaire, special con-

sideration was given to questions on race and sex.

William Jacques, director of Washington Irving Adult

Basic Education in Syracuse, disclosed to this writer

that be objected to any questions relating to "race,

sex, age, income or education" about students.28 He

felt that students were being "surveyed to death" and

that his teachers were hesitant to provide researchers

"personal info rmiMMLon" about their students. It was

the writer's belief that because of the current racial

tension in the United States, questions on "race" are

even more sensitive than before. To avoid antagonising

teachers, questions on race and sex in this study were

worded in such a way as not to be too personal or

272,44.

2811illian Jacques, director of Washinston Irving Adult

Basic Educative, Syracuse, New York. Private interview held

at his office, Syracuse, )y,
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officious. The questions were also placed near the

sad of the questionnaire in order not to discourage

teachers from replying to the other questions. The

teacber was asked only to indicate if the class was

"softly white or black." The question on sex was worded

the sans way. Only a few teachers failed to answer

these questions. It was felt for this study that

exact figures of age, race and sex were not necessary

and that a generalized account would be sufficient.

19. What Sex Are Your Students?

TABU 25

SIX OF STOW=

gar

Number of itespondents Total
Al So. Other liwtbec Psrceatau

Itoetly male 13 23 12 48

Mostly female 21 4 8 33

Even, nale/fenala 19 26 15 60

(No Response)

Total
ihNIRIIMMINNImosse

33

23

42

3 2

100

This table toads to support previous studies on
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the sex of students enrolled in reading classes. This

study indicates that the majority of students in Special

Education are boys. Helen Robinson reported in a

reading study that the majority of reading failures

seemed to be boys.29 Fifty-six per cent of the students

in Adult Basic Education programs in a national survey

were found to be women." From this table, it seems

that a little more than half of the readers are male.

20. What Type of Class Do You Teach?

TABLE 26

TYPE OF CLASS USING NEWSPAPER

Mother of
Class Respondents Percentams

Adult Basic Education 53 37

Special Education 53 37

Other 38 26

Total, 144 100

ClAEL

The criterion for determining what category to

place the questionnaire was left to the writer. If not

marked Adult Basic Education or Special Education by the

29Helen H. Robinson, tATIOLJALLAIIW4' (Chicago:
The University of Chicago Press, 19 p.

"Findings from "Narrative Summery of National Data on
Students in Adult Basic Education," op. cit., p. 1.



103

teacher, the survey was comsidered "Other." The

writer found 13 questionnaires marked "Other" were

classes for the foreign-born. Your were classes for

Cuban refugees, two American Indian; and two Spanish-

American. Other classes consisted of remedial reading

five (not classified as Special Education) , prison pre-

release, Job Corps, special reading programs, and

classes for pregnant adolescents.

21. Is There Any Article You Think Should Not Be

in NP!? If "Yes," What Article and Why?

TABLE 27

CENSORSHIP OF CONTEST

Reply

Yes

No

(No Response)

Total

*amber of Respondents Total
ABE p. Other NUmber fercentage

3 10 5 13 13

42 35 23 100 69

26 18

144 100

EVIIMANE

Teachers in Special Education were more inalimed

to think that some subjects should not be printed in the
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newspaper. This is probably due to the age group of

the students. Special Education teachers probably feel a

greater used to protect their students. However, the

majority of the teachers indicated that there was nothing

in tbe newspaper that should not be printed. This

question required a written reply from the teachers and

this may be one reasok why more didn't respond. The three

Adult Basic Education teachers replying to the question

felt that "Dear Nary and sex education" should not be

printed. The 10 teachers in Special Education bad

these comments: "Tell it to Lucy is too trite; topics

superficially treated; Dear Miry too juvenile, kids say

stupid (5 comments against Dear Miry) ; on spotlight (3):

"students bored by it; same thing over and over. Two

teachers were against the Negro history articles: "feel

your section on Negro history plays the hatred angle a

little too heavy; like some white history, too." One

teacher commented that "nothing should be printed about

people who consider Sunday a playday."

Two teachers in the "Other" category mentioned

that Dear Mary had little value: "her advice is ridiculed
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by my students; they say she can only tell then to

seek a counselor." Comments against Nigro history (2)

two: "we feel that there was too much emphasis on the

slavery articles. Stress on Negro history being one-

fourth of paper not pertinent-Aseneral history norm

applidegibLe to people new to country." Additional

comments were: "too many stories of bad men of the west

type;" one teacher felt that the crossword "took up

space better devoted to students' daily needs, interests

and abilities."

22. What Do You Like lest About IIFYP (Open end

question).

Like lest commend from Adult 'education Teachers

Rapp Frequency of Mention

Easy toltead, Understand 15

Variety 7

Current Mews 7

Coscias 5

Spottiest 5

Black History 4
Intermiting Format 4
Adult Oriented Paper 3

Good Pictures 3

Mews Briefs 3

Crossword Puzzle 3

Prompt Delivery 2

Interest Level 2

Neely Articles 2

3IThe following verbatim comments for questions 22-24

include all the replies.
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Verbatim Comments

"It brings it of interest to adults at a

level they can handle."

"It makes it possible for poor readers to read

an adult newspaper."

''Generally like: Tell it like it is."

"Good way to teach current news, easier than

local paper to read."

"Easy to read and understand."

"Have greatly appreciated the recent black history

series."

"Attractive format."

"Material written on lower level but adult words."

"The makeup is exciting and readable.'

Bast ComeoLlir Special !durationji ducation Teachers

Reply, Vinuency of Mention

Current Topics 9
lacy Reading 7
Job Information 5
Wide Range of Topics 4
World Ivents 3
Foods 3
News Coverage 2
Picture !News 2
Similarity to !Newspaper 2
Dear Mary 2



Frequency of tiention

Black History 2

News Briefs 2
Money Articles 2

Conciseness 2
Comprehensive News 2

Verbatim Comments

"Good as a general information paper."

"Relevant or 'adult' information presented on a

level my students can understand."

"Provides material found in newspapers"

"It is current-the things the students are thinking

and talking about now."

Like Best Comments from "Other" Teachers

Fregmency of Mention

Sim to Read, Understand 8

Current News 6

Variety of Coverage 5

Large Type 3

World News 3

U.S. News 2

Pictures 2

Verbatim Comments

"Short articles of general interest."

"It's nononsense impartiality and sane counseling.'

"Variety helps keep the interest of students from

many different countries."

107



108

"It is pertinent and relevant."

"Articles about Negroes, particularly human

internat."

"Keeps the men informed in a paper they can under-

stand."

"The human relations stories which are in keeping

with the encouragement of interftaction."

list Liked As ects of the Newspaper

The best liked aspects of News For You are its

readability (30 mentions), its current news (22)s and

its variety of topics (16). Teachers in Adult Basic

Education, Special Education and "Other" seem to agree

on these three top features.

23. What Do You Like Least About MFY? (Open

end question).

at Commits from Adult is Education Teachers

!WI
Dear Mary
Sleek History
Spotlight

VerbsciaComments

"Lack of ads which make it seem an artificial

paper."

Frequency of Mention

6
4
2
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"I'm white so perhaps that is why I feel there

is too such news of Negroes."

"Over-emphasis on race, problems, personages."

"Too black oriented, need more about other

minority groups."

"Too much space for Spotlight."

"The style, often sentences are awkward to read."

"Too much black history."

"Tell it to Nary of no use to our students."

Like Oast Comments from Special Zducation Teachers,

Reid!, Frequency of Mention

Upbeats on Negroes 8
Spotlight 3
Dear Mary 2

Paper too Smell 2

Verbatim Comments

"Dear Nary letters are too infantile."

"So much coverage of disadvantaged youth in the

urban area doss not apply to us."

"For my all Caucasian class, Negro history was

tco much, tho, I underctand why so much was in very

interesting."
"Style too simple, reading level could be raised
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in ?frt.ti

"Sentence structure too simple."

"Hatred angle of whites toward Negroes in Negro

history."

"Paper concentrates too ouch on Negroes."

"Lacks coherence."

"Too much on one page."

"Old news."

"While an important subject, too much emphasis

on matters pertaining to and about Negroes."

"Too much stress on adult affairs, not enough on

teenagers."

"It's harsh tone for 'whitey'."

"Too much stress on racial hotbed."

"Lengthy world news."

"Articles for adults (mins still in high school)."

Like Least Commute from "Other" Teachers

MIL Frequency of Mention

Sochasis on Negroes 6
Dear Wry 4
Adult Articles 2



Verbatim Comments

"Excessive material Go one topic."

"Sometimes an issue seems concerned exclusively

with Negroes - my class is not interested."

The stress this year on Negroes."

"Proof reading is not thorough. It permits too

many spelling and punctuation errors which confuse our

trusting readers."

"*/ students find it difficult to understand

abstract onus, expressions, and reporting."

'Too much space devoted to welfare articles.'

"Lack of sports coverage."

"Maybe a little too obviously directed toward

ethnic groups.,"

"Lately, there has been too much on the Negro."

"Emphasis on racial and discriminating issues."

"Sometimes delivered too late to use the week

published."

Least Liked Aspects of thg Newspaper

The black, history series drew the most criticism

from the teachers (18 mentions). Dear Mary was
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criticised by 12 teacher*. These were the two least

liked articles.

24. Haw Could miry is improved?

Susasetions for ImProvement fromeducation
Teachers

"1 think you should strive for matinees variety.

There are too many simple, declarative sentences."

"Simplify the "A" edition. Simple vocabulary

is needed."

"Mime American history."

"Mots bibliographies of wellknovo people."

"Wore success stories about Negroes."

"Less emphasis on negative neva."

"Occasional discussion about words and their use."

"Mors Mufti:W.410.sta."

"One- half. pas* at lower level."

"Mere discussion of progress is race relations."

"Some amphesis on people who show that more

privileges mean more responsibility."

"More mews and articles about younger people, tb

disappoietments they face, their adapting to a mew and

changing world."



"Larger paper."

"Moro natural science."

"I think your emphasis should remain in Adult

Basic Education."

"Carry Chicano (Mexican-American) history, we

want to know our identity, too."

"Go into depth when dealing with news."

"Language should be more difficult."

"Include editorial."

study guide to aid atudents in reading the

paper could be included."

More geography and geographic stories."

"Have a addle -page insertion - 6 pages."

"Be- wore accurate."

Thachers,

"More about teenagers."

"By continuing to present the news truthfully

and by reminding readers that freedom isn't free. A

strong nation is a responsible one."

"Cut down on world news."

"Less news briefs."

113

r.
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"Would like to see more controversial matters

discussed and different view points presented."

'Lass hatred angle in Negro history."

"Add color."

"U.S. and world news written in a simpler meaner."

"More story type articles on family life."

"More pages."

"Cover more Negro and other minority groups in

depth."

"Print answers at bottom of page and separately."

"Publish answers to quiz on a separate weekly

Teacher's Guide."

"Tighten up overall forget."

"Make more exciting, dynamic."

"More opinions, editorials."

"More in tuse with exceptional student in terms

of real, serious problems."

"A special edition with more pictures for hearing

impaired children."

"More news briefs."

"more quiz ideas."



115

"Noce difficult crosswords."

'CL white people a little more represeetstion"

"The format could be better organised, less

jumbled."

"Things should not be presented in such a cut

and dried manner."

"You don't stimulate such interest."

"Zzpand services in the area of sex education

and child rearing and add to Dear Miry."

"Larger print."

"More Puerto Rican news."

"More on science and natural study."

"More sports."

"tare news."

"Be more Objective and less editorialising under

featured titles."

"More, shorter articles."

"When writing what is wrong, don't place all

blame on one race."

"Talk about people as people, not as black,

white or whatever."
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"Feature more school age people in "Spotlight"

and show how they have overcome educational blocks,

and succeeded in life."

lquestions and answers for each page."

"11 line or two of humor."

"Luger paper."

"Make it more like a city newspaper with ads,

jobs, help-wonted sectionse"

"Include a short quiz area."

"How about Spotlight on well-known people., world

figures, actors, etc., who have risen from lowly places

in life? My students seem disinterested in the lives

of unknowns."

"Critical review of TV--notice of shows 10 days

in advance instead of current week."

"More pictures."

"Insert student's letters, poetry."

pussestid,qs for Wravement from "pther" ;Uglier*

"Keep all items short."

"Com more toward the foreign student."

"Mora American history."

7
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"Mrs VoltrarbYI"

"my students want to learn all they can Atcut

their new Country."

"A simpler edition (like old 11A") would help us."

"Gear it more toward the general adult population

and less toward specific groups."

"More international news."

"More lumen interest in the news stories."

"Spotlight should feature a minority group member

who successfully broke down barriers of prejudice,

especially in the areas of housing and interracial

marriage."

"Crossword !wealsuse of words other than those

based in articles."

"More photos."

"More news."

"Mere features."

"Mors pages."

"More about Aneriol:an Indian."

"A third higher level."

"Take a bit more cars with checking facts."
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"Would like a Ti's Guide with each weekly

"Larger print."
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Analysis of Teachers' Summations for ImoroviAs the New-

No attempt was made to assimilate the suggestions

for improvement because of the diversity of the replies.

These suggestions more or less reiterate what has already

been indicated in previous questions. HAUOVer, there

were numerous suggestions dealing with ideas to aid the

teacher, for example, "Publish answers to quiz on a

separate weekly Teacher's Guide;' "more quiz ideas,"

"more difficult crosswords," "occasional discussion about

words and their uses," "a study guide to aid students in

reading the paper could be included."

The suggestion to print "notice of television

shows 10 days in advance instead of current week" may

be an idea worth coma:forint- too.
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CHAMP V

CONTANT AMLYSIS OF MEWS FOR YOU

A content analysis by itself can amount to a

thesis. However, to exclude a content analysis of

pews For You, would leave unanswered the criticism

voiced by 25 per cent of the teachers that the newspaper

was "too black." This analysis will attempt to find

out if that criticism was valid.

The teachers in this study indicated that "more

space" was needed most for the following subjects:

1) job information; 2) her to budget money; 3) health;

4) U.S. news; and 5) children upbringing. They

indicated "less space" for Negro history, spotliett

Dear Miry, television, and sports. They felt "no

space" be devoted to Dear Miry, sex education, children

upbringing, religion, and foods,

Categories have been net up to determine bow

much space was devoted to the above subjects.

The categories used for this analysis were
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adapted from a system of categorise developed by

Chilton Bush.
1 Some of the categories devised by lush

have been dropped from this analysis and others have

bees developed. "It should be obvious to the reader

that any net of categories relating to reader interest

will have to change from time to time to fit the news...

certain new categories would have to be developed."2

Because News For You consists of only four pages

and is aimed at new literates, Bush's category of

"Communism in the United States," would have no relevance.

A category like "Agriculture" would also be inconse

quential. The primary requirements for any set of

categories are that they must be tailored to fit the

needs of the study so they will provide the answers to

the questions asked.3

The following categories were added to this

analysis: "sports," "welfare and the poor," "Jobs,"

"Dear Miry," "quiz and essay," "letters to editor,"

"crossword puzzle," and "foods." These are categories

that pertain specifically to News Yor You and are

necessary for this analysis. These categories were

lichilton R. Bush, "A System of Categories for General

Mews Content," ,louraeltre (Outset'', XXXVII (1960), pp. 206410.

2Thid,

3Riebard Si, Budd and Robert K. Thorp, Xotekoductiog to
ContentAna/ysis (Iowa City: State University of Iowa, 1963),

P. 10.
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not listed in the Bush system.

The Cetezaries4

people Well Known.-Persons well known to most

readers of the particular newspaper because of their

fame or notoriety or particular accomplishmmnt.

People Not Well Known. -Persons in the news

because of their particular accomplishments or activities

or positions* but not well known to the usual reader of

the newspaper. For example* spotlight.

Molliwooersons not otherwise well known who

are associated with the Hollywood entertainment

industries.

Our Nation.-An element with which almost all

readers might identify themselves as members of this

nation. Also applies to geography and history in this

particular study.

pun Allies.-News which is or seems to be related

to the security or welfare of the United States.

Our Xnemies.-Political and economic events in

the Communist controlled nations.

Politics. -News about politics on the state, and

22,..111., Pp. 208-210.
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national level, all aspects, issues, candidates,

leaders, criticisms of government activities laden with

political implications.

Rebellion. -News of demonstrations, strikes,

student protests, and violent action against an issue

or group or institution in the United States.

War.-Actual hostilities between two or more

n ations.

T_._tAjj)axesnrices.-News about the establishment,

abolishment, or changes in rates of tames which could

have a direct affect on the reader. hews about the

fluctuation of the prices of consumer items.

Labor.-Nots chiefly concerned with the conflict

element of organised Libor in society: strikes,

anticipated strikes which could affect the welfare of

the country. Also includes teacher's strikes.

Crime.-News of criminal trials, acts of crime,

arrests.

leeNews dealing with sex education and with

sex relations of moles and females*

Accidents and Disasters. -News involving disasters
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of nature, fires, floods and explosions. Also

accidents befalling individuals.

s Relations.-News concerned with the

segregation of and the conflict between' blacks and

whites. Includes Negro history.

Maly and ,udgetim-iiews in which the amount of

money involved is a separate element of interest to the

reader like budgeting.

Hesith.-News of diseases, cures, epidtmics faith

which most readers might identify; also news of public

health, national welfare, and health agencies.

gAggal.06ews from the natural and social sciences

involving theory, inventions, space sad innovations.

lengs.-News about churches, religious faiths,

and religious leaders.

OsNallarega.-News of natural deaths , obituaries.

Education.-News of private and public schools,

colleges, trade school's* adult education(

children se -News of the activities of

the youngster in school; also of teenagers, juvenile

delinguency. Includes upbringing of children.



Aalmals.-News Involving animals, Including

pets.
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AM eligelfews of entertainclo%t, swim, radio,

television, and movies.

Snorts,..4ews relatiag to world of sports, amateur,

and professional,.

yeller, of Poce,.-*we about people on welfars

and relating to the poor.

Job Xnformation.-ftwa of the world of work, whars

to find jobs), whet jobs are available, bow to apply.

per Hary.-News involving personal reply to

readers.

psis andimge.-Naws of educational value to

teachers and students.

raters to slit, splf+ss from students answering

essay questions.

Crossword Pussle.7Fers of educational aid to

students.

roods.-News of foods and preparation of food

stuffs.

Miscellaneous. -includes articles not covered by
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other categories.

Defiaition of Column: I

The page size of News For You is llt" z 17t",

four-pages, four columns to a page. A column inch

is 2-7/16 inches wide.

On the Justowritev, a column inch in the "A"

edition consisted of four lines to an inch (20-25 words)

and in the "B" editicn, 6 Lines per Loch (25-30 words).

Typo size was approximately 12 point with 4 point

leading in "A" edition. There was less leading in

the "B" edition. After the change to the IRK

computerised composing machine in January, 1969, a

column inch in "A" edition was 4.g lines per inch

(12 point type, 3 point leading) and in 'T' edition,

6 lines per inch for news (pages 1 wad 2) and 5.54 lines

for pages 3 and 4. Type size was 11 point with

1 point leading. Type face was Press Rosin.

Edition "A" was used for this content analysis

because it had the largest circulation in the classrooms.

'IMO/ W./Pe./
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TABLE 28

*J) OP COWill MISS EliVOTED TO EACH CATEGORY
FROM SEPTEMBER TO ME, 1969

Category
Number of Column Inches

September October
4 11 18 25 2 9 16 23 30

People Well Known
People Not Well Known
Hollywood
Our Nation
Our Allies
Our Enemies
Politics
Rebellion
War
Taw and Prices
Labor
Crime
Sex -
Accidents and Disasters- 6
Race Relations - - -
Money, Budgets - - 35 ..

Health 13 22% 20 16%

Science MP SD de

Religion 8
Natural Deaths 1
Education - 1 -
Children/Teenagers - - -
Animals OD SO - -
Amusements - 6 3 9
Sports - - - 1
Welfare of Poor - - 4ii 303/4

Jobs .. 40 SO -
Dear Mary 1.3 7 10 12
Quiz and Essays 7 8 18 7
Letters to Editor 30 ..

Puzzle - - OP 1111

Foods IMO SD 40

Miscellaneous - - IMP OD

Iol. ON 1M 17 .- eV

23 23% 22 19 21
-

- 231/2 24 13
20 - - SID -

18 18 15 16 14
- - -

..

1

- - -
- 184 22 9 1

5 7 1 9
32 27 3 23 8 25 17 314 59%

2 6 - - 14 -
- 1 221/2 11/2 22 - 6
- .. - 2 - -
- - 91/2 1 2% 1 .. 1 -
- 1 2 lk 1 - - -

. ..
AD

IM OP

Total 123 164 164 139

- 17 19 22 23%
- .. - -

43 16 21 - 2
.. - 10% 7

7 - - - -
- AD 010 MO

MD ID MP

1N OD IIII al.

eV 411 - -
4 - 21/2 6 -

20 .. 1 9
- - 2 - -
- .. - - MD

8 124 10 10 61/2

11 5 11 10 3
- - - 264 -
- 16 .. -
- .. - 174 61/2

NI Oil MP SD OD

15-0-4---134 152 169 138
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TABLE 28 (CONT.)

Number of Column Inches

Category November
6 13 20 27

People Well Known 2

People Not Well Known 23 20 - 23

Hollywood . - -

Our Nation 18 15 - -

Our Allies - 2 - -

Our Enemies 7 1 1%

Politics 110.- 12.. 69 14

Rebellion 2 -

War . 20 8 11/2

Taxes and Prices . - .

Labor - - - 9

Crime - - 5 -Sex- - - -

Accidents and Disasters . 3 2 -

Race Relations 22 23 20 24

Money, Budgets
Health
Science
Religion - - 1 6

Natural Deaths
Education 15

Children/Teenagers
Animals
Amusements

- 5 - 3%

Sports 15 - 14 .

Welfare of Poor
Jobs
Dear Mary 3 10 3 10

Quis and Essays 11 12 9 6

Letters to Editor OP AM -

Pusz1e
OP AP AV -

Foods 18 30 14 34

Miscellaneous - . . 13

al OP

VIP

OP

alb WO ale

Total 1511 152% 151 155%

December
4 11 18

15% -
27 22 15

Os

NO

3

AP

7

PP

AO

9 3 1

22 23 22%
15

16 14 -

- 13 1

- 48%

111

INN

WO

14
AP

61/2 71/2 7

15 71/2 15

36
- O.

3 No IP

ND AP AP

167% OrNg
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TABU 23 (CONT.)

Number of Column Inches

Category January February
3 15 22 29 5 12 19 26

People Well Known -

People Not Well Known 16

Hollywood
Our Nation 3

Our Allies -

Our Enemies
Politics -

Rebellion
War 13
Tames and Prices -

Labor -

Crime -

Sex
Accidents and Disasters -

Race Relations 153/4

Mousy, Budgets 23N

Health lk
Science 11

Religion -

Natural Deaths -

Education
Children/Teenagers
Animals
Amusements 41/2

Sports
Welfare of Poor
Jobs -

Dear Miry 3

Quis and Essays 6

Letters to Editor
Puzzle 3i
roods
Miscel la neous

.. 5 - - 131/2 OS OP

22 21 22k 23 2_3 43 231/2

- _ 3 - - - .

.. 2 - 1 - - _

- 3 61/2 311 - 212 1

101/2 17 293/4 6 llk 33/4 1

2 NW NI 6

12 - 7 13 2 - 271
- .. av 411. Ea

1 13/4 ND

OD

1
0101PP OP

1
73/4

PP 31; 10 8
PO

40 40 1 73/4
- 1 1

21 16% 25 20 24 20

14I .. - 15 - 4. 16

- -401 - 5 -

- 10 - - 1 - -

- OP AID OD 1 AD

1 al. OP gly 1 PO

OM SO 01 011 51/2 4P

PIP MI Mr 10 OD 19
40 40 PO 401 OP MP OP

9 41/2 11 7 73/4 3

- 1 .. as 00 2 -

- OD Ow Mb 6 .. 43/4

.. .. .. .. .. 15
10 91/2 3k 31/2 9 101/2 7

11 4 14 14 5 11 10

55 - - - - 26
- 16 16% - 1511 18;2 3
- 20 - - a.

.0 13 MI MO ND

Total 115 176 136 161 159 132 151 159
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Category

-"-- of Column Inc

Lurch April

5 12 19 26 2 9 16 23 30

People Well Known 1 1 - -

People Not Well Known 21 20 21 18

Hollywood
OP III

Our Nation
OD OD Olt 40,

Our/alias 3 8 2% -

Our Enemies 1 1 1% 1

Politics 1% 1% 2 10

Rebellion 7% 1 -

War S 4% 103/4 1

Tames and Prices - 17 21 -

Labor - - 1%

Crime 38% 2 22 234

Sex - OD 4.

Accidents and Disasters- - 1 13/4

Race Relations 23 19 16% 17%

MOsaey Budgets 41, MP 15

Health - 1 - -

Science 3 9% 26 1

Religion
- - OD

Natural Deaths OD I. OD

Education
OD OM - -

Children/Teenagers - 13/4 - -

Animals
- .. - Olt

Anuaemants 12 9

Sports - 18% - 154

Welfare of Poor 10% - - 9

Jobs - 16 - 1

Dear Miry 7 7 8 7

Quiz aid Essays 4 16 11 15

Letters to Editor - - 4 -

Puzzle
- - - -

Foods 20 - - -

Miscellaneous 23 - - -

Total 1744 155 1 0 146

51/2

20%

53/4
NI OS VON 2

10 - - 103/4 -

11 273/4
- 1%

7 .. 53/4 64 104
.. - 1 64
OP MD NI EP

22 - 3 18 263/4

O D

17 22 18
- 3
7

- as -
- - 1 2 14%

18 23 23 18% 21

13% 12 - 154 12

14 1 1

151/2 22
OPalOP 11%

13 - ..- -
- .. .. 1
.. - - .

- - -

- ..

14 - - 3% 34
6 - -
1 24 ..- -

- - 12 -
104 9 10 8 83/4

11 10 - 6 9
.. .. 45 -
- - 9 .. -
- - 20 - -

.. - OD MD OD

IND

164 133 1614 139 135%
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TABLE 28 (CONT.)

Catogary
Number of Column Inches

lay
7 14 21 28

People Well Known
Pimple Not Well Known
Hollywood
Our Nation
Our Allies
Our Enemies
Politics
Rebellion
War
Tames and Prices
labor
Crime
Sex
Accidents and Disasters
Race Relations
Money, 3udgets
Health
Science
Ro Liston
Natural Deaths
Education
CbildreaTeenagers
Animals
Amusements
Sports
Welfare of Poor
Jobs
Dear Very
Quiz and Essays
Iatters to Editor
Puzzle
Foods
Miscellaneous

- - 5 -
25 24 231/2 211/2

- - -
- 33/4 - 173/4

9 2 1 2
- - 1
I - 9 131/2

73/4 1% 7
2 611 101/2 1
- - - 8
.4 - ..
- .. - 61/2

.. - .
1 .. - 1

58 40 .. 16%
- 1% - ..
- .. ..

- 7k - 51/2

- - 41/2 -

- 7 - -
16% 11

- - -
5 - 54 33/4

11
53/4
-

1 36% 2
160

6 9 6 5
10 141/2 141/2 OP

-
21/2 - 11% 12

.. - - 20
- - - -

Total 149 297 135% 135
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t
I

TAIT,/ 29

TOTAL NUMBER OF COMO INCHES DEVOTED TO EACH
CATEGORY IRON SEPTUM TO ME, 1969

Category Total Column Inches

People Well Known
People Not Well Known
Hollywood
Our Nation
Our Allias
Our lineelas
Politics
Rebellion
War
Taxes and Prices
labor
Criss
Sex
Accidents and Disasters
Race Relations
Money, Budgets
Health
Science
Religion
Natural Deaths
Education
Children/Teenagers
Achim
Amusements
Sports
Welfare of Poor
Jobs
Dear Mary
Quis and Essays
Letters to Editor
Puzzle
Foods
Miscellaneous

107%
759

23
153

971/2

60%
4863/4
1013/4

2473/4
69
30%

203k
0

593/4

674%
193%
235%
148%

78%
16
29%
48
0

1703/4

129
1151/2
204%
318
351
2223/4

96
231

59
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Analysis of Categories

Categories receivimg the most space in News

For You from September to June, 1969 were:

1. People Not Well Known (mostly spotlight)-
759 column inches

2. Race Relations - 674 column inches

3. Politics - 486% column inches

4. Quistgssay - 351 column inches

5. Dear Mary - 318 column inches

Categories receiving the least space:

1. Sex **nation - no column inches

2. Animals - no column inches

3. Natural Deaths - 16 column inches

4. Hollywood - 23 column inches

3. Childrentreenagers - 48 column inches

In Chapter IV of this study, teachers indicated

that "more space" was needed in the newspaper for the

following top five subjects: job information, how to

budget money, health, U.S. news, and children upbringing.

News Jar You devoted the following column inches to

these subjects:

1. Job Information - 204% column inches
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2. honey, Budgeting - 193k column inches

3. Health - 1431/2 column inches

4. U, S. Mews - 2311 column inches

5. Children/Teenagers - 48 column inches

Job Information

The amount of-space devoted to job information

was 204 column inches or 4 per cent of the available

space. However, 160 of the 204 column inches

appeared in one special eight-page edition May 14.

The first article relating to jobs ran February 19, 1969,

entitled: "U.S. Company Trains Unskilled Workers,"

(15 inches). Articles about job information appeared

sporadically after that. There were no regular series

on jobs in the newspaper. Job information was the

subject teachers (57 per cent) rated highest in terms

of more space" needed in the newspaper.

How to Budget Money

Space devoted to money and budgeting was 193

column inches or 3.4 per cent during the year. The

first article, 'Credit Unions Help Cut the Cost of Being

Poor," ran September 18 (35 inches). The next article
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"Tie the Season to Loss Money," (15 inches) ram

December 13. The articles appeared infrequently

throughout the year. Nearly all the articles on

money and budgeting wore prepared by the Office of

the Onondagg County Cooperative Extension, Syracuse.

In terms of "more space" needed in the newspaper,

budgeting was the second highest (50 per cent) behind

job information.

Health

Total column inches devoted to health in News

For You was 1481 or 3 per cent. Health was a subject

for which 46 per cent of the teachers felt "more space"

was needed, making it the third highest subject for

which "more space" was desired. Articles on health

appeared sporadically in News For Y. There was no

regular health series, although the Onondaga County

Health Department ran a series of health articles from

September 4 to October 21. Representative samples were

"Menopause Doesn't Need to be a 'Change of Life',"

September 4 (13 inches); "Aches and Pains of the

Golden Years," September 11 (22 inches).
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U.S. hews

The total number of column inches devoted to

U,S. news is difficult to ascertain. In a literal

sense, all news printed in the newspaper, other than

world news, is U.S. dews. However, in this study,

U.S. news is news confined to pages l and 2. Categories

considered U.S. news were: Hollywood, politics, war,

taxes and prices, labor, crime, accidents and disasters

(if not foreign), science, religion, natural deaths,

welfare and poor, and rebellion. These categories

total 2,311 column inches or 40 per cent of available

space. For example, on October 30, 1968, the following

articles appeared on page I and would be classified as

U.S, news: "Apollo 7 Comes Home," "U.S. Tries New peace

Offer," "U.S. Olympic Victories Marked by Slack Runners'

Protest," and Mews Briefs (5 inches). Page 2 newt

articles were: "How About a MixoniMUskie Ticket? Or

Agnew for President?"; "Smell Party Candidates Run

for President; and "Candidates Argue Vietnam Issue."

Forty -four per cent of the teachers indicated "more

spec." was needed for U.S. news. It appears that
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"news" mey be one of the top features of News For You.

Childrenampum

The amount of space devoted to this category

was 4 column inches Ora per cent. The category

consists of articles designed to help the parent under-.

stand and plan his child's future. it included

articles on teenagers and their problens and successes.

The first article ran February 26, 1969 entitled,

"Plan for Your Child's College," (19 inches). A

Illy 7 issue ran "Children's Toye-Relps That learn and

Crow" (16 inches). Very little space was devoted to

this category during the year; however, 38 per cent

of the teachers indicated "more space" was needed in

the newspaper. Out of the 37 spotlight features

placed in the category, "Pcii4ple Not Well Known," 8

were about teenagers.

The top five subjects receiving "less space"

motioned were Negro history, spotlight, Dear Mary,

television, and sports.

INIELAISMEE

Negro history was included in the category,
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Race Relations. Space devoted to this category was

6741/2 column inches or 12 per cent* The Afro-American

series started October 9 and rail weekly until June.

It traced the history of the black meats role in

American history. One-fourth of the teachers indicated

that too much space 14;as detmted to blacks in the news-

paper. Blacks featured in spotlight were not included

in this category, but under 2eople Not Well Known. The

content of the story determined the categogy place in

this cep*. Out of 36 Spotlights, 15 wore of blacks.

The April 23 issue ran a black spotlight (22 inches) and

a black history articles (13 inches). Both articles

were accompanied by photographs. The !y 23 issue carried

three black photographs on page Z; a black history

article on page 3 (16 inches); and a black spotlight with

two related photographs (21 inches). Page 4 usually

consists of the spotlight article, a smell television

article and the quiz, crossword puzzle or some other

educational aid for the teachers. The frequent criticism

that ListiLL was too black probably stems from issues

which carried a considerable amount of black articles.



This subject was included in the category, People

Not Well Emma. A total of 739 col tma inches or 13.3

per cent of the space ta News For You was devoted to

spotlight* a weekly feature. Mott people, featured in

spotlight were ordinary people contributiag something

to society. Out of 3& spotlights, 15 were white native

Americana, 15 black, sod 6 of other national groups.

Fifteen per cent of the teachers indicated "less space"

be given to this subject.

Dear

A weekly feature, the amount of spare devoted

to this subject was 318 column inches or 6 per cent.

Only four otter categorise received "more space' in the

newspapet than Doer Mary. Twelve per cent of the

teachers iodinated 'less space" for this subji:ct, it

was the third most frequently mentioned subject for

less space.

IgAratkaa

Included in the category of "amusements," the

amount of space given to television was 170 column

133



inches or 3 per cent. Besides listing various

educational shows for the week, the television article

included new television shows for the year, and ran

articles such as CBS's firing of the Smothers Brothers.

Ten per cent of the teachers felt too such space was

devoted to television during the year.

Sports

Sports received 129 column inches or 2.3 per cent

of the space in the newspaper. Articles on sports

appeared infrequently throughout the year. Host of

the articles were about sports personalities. For

example, the October 20 issue ran 'Joe Namsth Stars as

Jots' $427,000 Quarterback." Eight per cent of the

teachers thought that there was too much sports in the

newspaper.

The top five subjects marked most frequently

for no space were: Dear Mary, sex education, children

upbringing, religion, and foods.

Dear Miry

Fourteen per cent of tile teachers iodic:II-AA

"no space' was needed for Dear Mary, and 12 per cent

139
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indicated "loss space." It was the only subject

marked most frequently by teachers for both "less space,"

and "no space." (Twenty five per cent of the teachers

felt "less space" was needed for Negro history but only

3.5 per cent saw no need for it) , A total of 318

column inches or 6 per cent of the space in News For You

was devoted to Dear Mary, a weekly feature.

Sex Education

One teacher wrote on the survey next to the

question about sex education: "where is it?" In fact,

no article on sex education was printed in the news-

paper. However, Mary Stewart (Dear Mary) occasionally

replies to her readers on questions relating to sex

education. A health article, "Dangerous Venereal

Diseases Can be Treated," (October 2) could be classified

as sex education in a general sense. Ten per cent of

the teachers indicated "no space" was needed for sex

education. The debate over sex education continues

to grow. "In at least 15 state legislatures and

Congress, legislation that would investigate, restrict

or ban sex education in public schools is being considered."5

51grnost Dunbar, Look, September 9, 1969, p. 15.
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Children Upbrin&irefeenagers

In contrast to the 38 per cent of the teachers

who wanted more space to children upbringing, 3 per

cent also wanted "no space." However, only 43 column

inches or .1 per cent appeared in the newspaper during

the year. Little apace was devoted to children or

teenagers.

Religion,

The amount of space given to religion was 78

column inches or 1.4 per cent. Forty-eight column

inches appeared in one issue, December 18, to mark the

Christmas season. Eight per cent of the teachers felt

"no space" should be given to religion. Most of the

religious news in News For You was about religious

leaders such as the Pope.

Foods

Space devoted to foods was 213 column inches

or 4 per cent. Six per cent of the teachers indicated

no space" was needed on foods. Six straight articles

On foods ran from October 23 to December 4. "Breakfast

Starts Your Day Right," ran November 20. The January
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29 issue ran "Shop Careftilly to Save )bnsy on Canned

Foods." Nearly all the articles were directed at

the female adult. Food and health articles alternated

sporadically throughout the year.

This analysis shows that black news did on

occasion predominate the newspaper, especially when a

black spotlight appeared with the weekly black history

series. The three top subjects, jobs, budgeting and

health, indicated by teachers for more space" appeared

desultory throughout the year in the newspaper. Job

information received 20411 column inches; budgeting

193 column inches, and health 1434 column inches.

lone of the three was a regular feature. The amount

of space devoted to politics stands out sharply in

Table 23 during the first part of the year. The reason

being that 1968 was national election year and News For

You printed a considerable amount of news about the

candidates and their views.

Picture Analysis of Newspaper

Photographs are the daily butter, if not the

bread, of newspapers and many magazines. People will
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usually stop and look at a good picture, even if they

can't read or writs. The writer felt that a picture

analysis of News For You was important to this study

because the newspaper uses a Large number of pictures

each week and to ignore them would be excluding perhaps

one-third of the newspaper. On the average, 39 per

cent of the men and 91 per cent of the women readers

will stop to look at a picture page."6

Woodburn refers to literate, educated people in

his study, but it seams that pictorial content would

perhaps appeal more to the new literate because of his

difficult in reading.

A review of the literature relating to picture

analysis revealed little research in this area. Robert

Kerns, Syracuse University photography professor, said

that "research in photography is practically nonexistent."7

A study by Malcolm Maclean and William Hazard provided

some guidelines, and the categories used in this

pictorial analysis were adapted from they study.8

Five additional categories were added to cover specific

pictorial content found in News For You. These were:

u n,
Journalism Quarterly XXIV (1947), pp. 197-201.

7Robert L. Kerns, Assistant Professor of Photography,
Syracuse University, School of Journalism. Private interview
held at his office July, 1969.

aMalcolm S. Maclean and William R. Hazard, "Women's
Interest in Pictures: The Badger Village Study," Journalism
Quarterly, XXX (1953), pp. 139-162.
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U.S. Mews, World News, Animals, Personality-tie-in,

44'nd Cartoons, Maps.

Picture Cateaories9

U S Mews.-Includes pictures relating to U.S.

found on pages 1 and 2. faxempla: a picture of lisenhower

and Nixon (March 5, 1969).

World Itews.-Includes pictures of world, foreign

personalities. Ilragample: Israel Prime Minister, Mrs. Colda

Moir, (March 19).

Social Problems -Includes pictures of mass riots,

slums, strikes, student demonstrations.

War.-Includes pictures of warships, soldiers,

wounded, dead.

Blood and Violence.-Includes shootings, drownings,

bloody accidents, disasters.

Sports. - Includes sports of every kind, professional

and amstetrr.

Idolatry,.-Includes pictures of people of fame,

fortune, high society, movie and TV stars.

Picturesque. - Includes pictures of countryside,

flowers, fishing, nostalgia.

9Ibid.
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Animals.-Includes pictures of all animals, dogs,

and cats.

Personality- tie -in. - Includes pictures of people

in spotlight, human interest stories. Includes pictures

on pages 1 and 2.

Cartoons. Imps. - Includes all illustrative material

except crossword puzzle which is classified as content

material.

Column Inch

A column inch in this newspaper is 2-7/16 inches

wide, one inch deep. Cutlines are not included in this

picture analysis. Except in few cases, most pictures

in the newspaper are either one er two columns wide.

Photograph Services

Mews For You has a contract to receive weekly

around 75 news pictures from United Press International.

The pictures usually arrive the Saturday before the

final layout on Tuesday. This delivery system doss

not allow for pictures of late breaking news over the

weekend or on Monday and Tuesday.

The editorial staff is forced often to fill in
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the front page of the newspaper with pictures which

don't relate to the news articles. When this happens,

the cutline is worded to tell a complete story, and

the picture in itself becomes a pictorial story.

Kerns mentioned to this writer that he felt that people

are more likely to read articles when the picture and

article are related.° But whether this would apply

to new literates has yet to be researched.

The choice of pictures and the size depends upon

the editor's judgment in relationship to number and

Length of stories on the front page, quality of pictures,

and whether the pictures are newsworthy and space is

available. The editors of News For You try to include

pictures which they feel would particularly interest

their readers.

The following table reveals the number of pictures

per issue per category in News For You, and the total

number of column inches devoted to each category. The

number of photographs featuring white and black people

is also revealed.

1°Kerns, op. cit.,
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TABLE 31

TOTAL NUMBER OF PICTURES AND TOTAL AMBER OF COUUNN
INCHES PER CATEGORY FROM SEPTEMBER TO JUNK, 1969

Category

Total
Number

of
Pictures

Total
Column
Inches

U.S , News

World News

Social Problems

War

Blood/Violence

Sports

Idolatry

Picturesque

Animals

Persona lity- tie -in

Cartoons, Maps
Total

NO, OF WHITE AND BLACK PIM,

White

Black

Mixed Black & White

otbss
Total.

214 531

30 142

21 111

16 361/2

6 23

41 1941/2

43 195

9 541/2

6 25

31 413:i

25 94
492 2225

256

106

31

1035

4331/2

174

423 1899
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Analysis of Picture Categories

News For You devoted more pictorial space to U.S.

news than any other category, 334 column inches or

40 per cent. The only other category receiving more

than 10 per cent of the space was personality-tie-in,

413 column inches or 19 per cent. Personality-tie-in

consisted of pictures of people not well known,

including all the people featured in spotlight on page 4.

Sports and idolatry pictures cams to 9 per cant each,

1941/4 and 195 column inches respectively. An 114 column

inch picture of baseball player Donny Melain appeared

September 25 on page 1 and was placed in the category

of sports. In that same issue, three pictures of

television stars (12k column inches) were included on

page 2 and were placed in idolatry.

Animals received the fewest column inches (25)

or 1 per cent. Cartoon and naps came to 94 column

inches or 4 per cent. Twenty-eight column inches

were devoted to pictures of blood and violence. Very

feu pictures of riots and accidents were covered in

News For You. The April 30 issue carried three
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pictures (14 column inches) of spring floods in the

mid-west.

William Hazard reported in a study of people's

responses to news pictures that "pictures chosen over

other pictures represented the themes of war, war

defense, spectator sports, blood and viol*nce.1111

War pictures cams to 861/2 column inches or 4 per

cent. However, the pictures were not of the Vietnam

war itself, but of people in the war. For example,

the April 16 issue carried a 7 column inch picture of

Loci Nugent welcoming her husband home from Vietnam.

host of the pictures used in Netts For You were

of people in the news. For example, the February 5

issue carried the following pictures on the front page:

Pueblo Commander Lloyd Bucher (31/2 inches); Richard

Nixon with Henry Cabot Lodge and Lawrence Wash (4

inches); Ethel Kennedy (21/2 inches); a flood picture

in Sacramento, California (3 inches); and Senator

Elterett Dirks en posing with an Indian boy (6 inches).

The top story was "Bucher Tells of Capture,

Cruelty." ether articles on the front page were:

"-William R. Hazard, "Responses to New Pictures: A

Study in Perceptual Unity." Journalism9uarterly XXXVII (1960

pp. 515-524.

41011111.1Iwn,
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"President Nixon Meets the Press*" and "Floods Hit

California." News Briefs had 5 inches of content.

Except for the related story of Bucher and the California

flood, the :Wier pictures did not relate to the other

news articlest but served as separate stories themselves.

News idor You carried an average of 13.2 pictures

per issue. The average number of column inches devoted

to pictures per issue was 60. This makes News For You

about 30 per cent pictorial.

Whit. Versus Black Pictures

Since many of the pictures in the newspaper do

riot relate to articles but form stories of their own,

this writer felt that a study of the number of white

and block pictures would add further to the analysis

of whether the newspaper was "too black," indicated by

25 per cent of the teachers.

If a picture showed only white people, it was

placed in the white category. The same procedure was

used for the black category. If there were whites

and blacks in the picture, it was placed in the mixed

category. 'Other" consisted of pictures of Orientals,

III.'V.M.l/P..I.I.VanNIMII*..a./..g...../M*



Spanish-Americans3 Cubans, and American Indians.

Mors: than half of the pictures in News For You,

were white, and one out of four were black. However,

black pictures dominated some of the issues. The

April 2 issue had 8 black pictures (2A column inches)

and 4 whit* pictures (12 column inches). The April l&

issue ran 7 black pictures (ii column inches) and

2 white pictures (r.3 column inches) , Except for a

on column Lnch mug picture of white columnist Mary

Stewart, all the pictursa on pages 2 and 3 were black.

The criticism that Nous For You vas too black probably

is the result of such issues.

Though this study does not attempt to gauge

teacher prejudice, it is possible that some of the

criticism of black history reflects the teachers'

prejudice agLinst blacks.

Characteristics of the new literate and subjects

which interest most readers are discussed in the next

chapter.

160
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CHAPTER VI

SO) GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF NEW LITERATES All)
WHAT MST PEOPLE LIKE TO READ ABOUT

The heterogeneous nature of the readership of News

For You is evident in this study. To writs for such a

diverse readership is a monumental task. However, how

well the editor judges reader interest may have a great

deal to do with the success of the newspaper.

"Who will road the material" involves a knowledge
,

of any characteristics of the prospective readers.

These characteristics include: reading abilities, interests,

ago, sex, and ethnic group.

The larger the group of readers, the

harder it is to get a clear picture
of these characteristics. It is

harder, too, to determine the character-

istics of readers as their age increases.

It is harder to get a picture of the

'who' when we select or write for high

school pupils than for elementary

pupils. It is harder still for

members of an adult education class,

and still harder when we writs or

select materials for the 'general

adult' reader. Difference in reading

ability, experiences* interest, and
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intellectual maturity tend to become

greater as the average age of the

group increases.'

Mrs. Blakely is probably correct in stating

that "there is no typical reader of News For You," but

there are some general characteristics which may apply.

The Adult New Literate. -New literates cone from

such varied social backgrounds that it is hard to

generalize about them. Amy of them are members of

ethnic minorities. They may be foreign-born or have

foreign-born parents. Some have been reared and live

in rural areas but many grow up and continue to live in

blighted sections of town and cities. There are those

who come from broken or foster homes, but others come

from relatively stable families.2

The new literate, like the rest of us,

started life as unique persons. Their

experiences have been interpreted by

them in their own ways. They have

varied ideas about themselves, about

their fellow men, about their life
circumstances, and about learning and

betterment. They differ in outlook as

well as in their readiness and ability

for learning. These differences in

background and outlook limit the value

of generalising about the new literate.3

The uneducated adult person tends to have a

lidgar Dale and Jeanne S. Chan, "Techniques for Selecting

and Writing Readable Materials," Basic Iducation for the Dis-

adveatesedAdult; Theory and Practice, op. cit" pp. 267-268.

;Curriculum Guide to Adult Basic education - Beginning

Level. oP. citjp, p. 3.
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typical pattern of social and cultural traits. More

than likely, he is poor because Level of education

usually goes_hand in hand with level of income. He

lives in his own world with its own set of values and

attitudes. Although he doss not read well and is

not well informed, be has strong opinions on a variety

of subjects. He lives for today because today is

enough of a challenge. Tomorrow i3 more than he can

think about.4

The Disadveataxed Youth ..The disadvantaged youngster

has experienced no logical pattern in life, things

just happen. Bs lives now, not far the future.

He has 'little or no experience in setting and proceeding

toward goals and in evaluating or reviewing past actions

as to whether or not they 'were' worth it. It is

difficult for him to think of future career possibilities

where there is desperation about the present. The

disadvantaged youth is preoccupied with immediate needs

for money to buy food and clothing.5 The disadvantaged

youngster has little room in his scheme for second thoughts,

meditation or planning.

411tobert A. Luke, ed. Viscid:NA Ott Disadvantszeditidult
(Washington, D.C: National Association for Public Schools AdultEducation, 1969), pp. 19.20.

5Joseph 0. Loreto,' and Shelly Uneasy
tzlirsasitad, (Columbia Univsraity: Timbers CIIIIVIress,
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Reading Interests of Peolle

Considerable research has been done in the area

of what people (in general) like to read about. Rupert

last reported that the reading interests of new literates

are not such different than those of the more educated

reader. New literates like to read about well-known

personalities and public figures. They like to read

news of other people of the same class or occupation as

themselves who have done something remarkable or to

whom something unusual has happened. They are interested

in any item of news which may in some way affect their

own happiness or condition of life.6

idly People lead

Wilbur Schramm's delayed and immediate reward

factor in reading is one of the better known reading

theories. He reported that people read for some

benefit, either immediate or for the future.

The kind of news which soy be espected to fureith

immediate reward are news of crime and corruption,

accidents and disasters, sports and recreation, social

events, sad hump interests. Delayed reward may be

espected from news of public affairs, economic matters,

kupert 11. last, "Newspapers for New Literates,"

Pteoorts mod ,papers on Miss celmmo*cation, Mo. 23 (Paris:

UNESCO, 1957) p. 29.



social problems, science, education, weather, and

health. 7

When a reader selects delayed reward news, he

jerks himself into the world of surrounding reality

to which he can adapt himself only by bard work.

This kind of news is read so the reader may be informed

and prepared.

When the reader selects immediate reward news,

he retreats usually from "the world of threatening

reality toward the dream world. =;8 This type of news

Pays its reward at once.

A reader [of immediate news] can enjoy

a vicarious experience without any of
the dangers or stresses involved. He

can shiver luuuriously at an axe murder,
shake his head sympathetically and
safely at a tornado, identify himself
with the winning team or [her] with the

society lady who wore a well-dressed
gown at the reception for Lady MOrganbilt.

News of the second kind, however, pays

its rcoard later. It sometimes requires
the reader to endure unpleasantness or
annoyance-as, for example, when he reads

of the ominous foreign situation, the
mounting national debt, rising taxes,
falling market, scarce housing, cancer,
epidemics, farm blights. It has kind

of threat value.9

?Wilbur Schramm, Miss Communication (Urbana: The

University of Illinois Press, 1949), pp. 290-291.

82a.
9 1MA.
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Research indicates that new literates, adults

and teenagers, have "immediate" needs, and think of

the present, not the future. It seems probable that

the now literate would probably respond more to

immediate reward than delayed reward news.

However, the amount of "immediate reward" news

printed in News For You was smell during the year.

An airplane crash that kills 200 persons over New York

City would probably be of more interest to the new

literate (or educated reader) than an article about a

Congressional meeting debating the ABM System. But

immediate reward news would probably not be preferred

by the teachers. In this study, the teachers indicated

more space was needed for fob information, health, and

budgeting-all delayed reward news.

What People Like to Read. -Douglas Waples and

Ralph Tyler reported the 'most important fact is that

people like to read about themselves. The more closely

a subject relates to what is familiar to the given

reader, the more interesting it is."10

Waples and Tyler found that the factors which

Douglas Waples and Ralph W. Tyler, What People
Want to Read About (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press,
1931), p. 9.
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make for differences in reading interest for: sex,

education, amount of schooling, occupation, environment,

age, and time spent in reading. The more factors that

groups have in common, the more closely their reading

interests will agree. In other words, groups are

interested in themselves, in people like themselves,

and in problems and situations with which they can

identify.

However, Lester Asheim reported that "interest

is less important as a factor in determining what a

person will read than is accessibility.
11 Since the

new literates who read News For You are a captive

audience, it is likely that they will read what is

given them, whether they are interested or not.

Nonetheless, if an article were geared to their interest,

they would probably be more motivated to read it.

Reading Interests of Young People

When a child starts to read a newspaper, he

usually begins with the comics and the piCtures. Re

proceeds to the sports news, the human interest, and

sensational stories of crime and disasterall before

illAster Ashsim, "What Do Adults Read?", Adult Reading,

ad. by Nelson B. Henry, op. p. 15.
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he makes much use of public affairs news,12

Among readers age 10-15, comics are by far the

most read items in the paper, followed by news pictures

and public affairs cartoons. Readership of news is

far below the readership of pictorial features. Young

(and older) persons in the lower economic groups are

more likely to read crime and disaster news than any

other broad lass of news,13

Waples and Tyler reported that younger readers

are interested in problems of youth. They are

interested La:

...comments on marriage and divorce,
eugenics and birth control, education
and choice of vocation. They are
also interested in personality,
nature of human nature and intelligence,
and personal qualities analyzed. But
particularly they are interested in
what is adventurous, the new war, scppeco
and warfare, aviation and criminals.14

Older persons are more interested in mature

problems, for example, "problems of the Federal

Government, the courts, the conservation of natural

resources (an interest characteristic of middle age),

126chramm, OP. cit. , p. 293.

13wilbur Schramm and David K. White, "Age, &location,
and &cosmic Status as Factors in Newspaper Reading," Mess

Communication, OP. cit., pp. 403-404.

14Waples and Tyler, op. cit., p. 101.
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and the money market. Older persons are also interested

in the leisure time activities of middle age, of which

the best example is language and the art of conversationA5

Male Versus Female Readiug Interests

As reported by researchers, men and women have

different reading interests. Foreign and national news

is read chiefly by men. Twice as many women as men

read health columns. Man are more interested in sports

than women. Generally speaking, news makes a greater

appeal to men; features make a greater appeal to woman.16

Asbeim reported that women ars more interested in

features such as food recipes, styles, love advice,

beauty advice, health, etiquette, and child care.17

Woman read a larger proportion of fiction than

man. Women are less interested in readiag about

business and politics than in topics like personality

types, marriages, and travel."

AFB

There are a number of topics that are of great

interest to almost all groups. George Kier* and Byron

Buck list the following topics of high interest to the

51010.4,

10George L. Bird and Frederic B. Merwin, "The News
and (New York: Prentice-41411, Inc., 1942), pp* 18-119a

14111"00, 224.5.114,9 P. 12.
18.
-uouglas Waples, co le and Print (Chicago: The

University of Chicago Press, 19 8 , P . 85.



170

average reader.19

1. International attitudes and problems

2. Personal hygiene

3. Self-improvement and happy living

.4. Laws and legislation

5. The nature of human nature

6. Getting along with people

George Gallup in a national survey found newspaper

readers most interested in these five areas:20

1. Healthnews of medical science and practice

2. Educationwhat children are studying

3. Pocketbook -a people's financial page

4. Personal viewswhat people think about

local problems

5. People -versonality profile

Gallup reported that the news magazines and the

magazines of general circulation owe much of their

circulation success to the articles about people.

The concluding chapter consists of the summary,

conclusion and recommendations of this study.
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SUIeltiRY CONCWSION, AND RECOMICNDATIONS

Is Mws For you appropriate for its readers?

The purpose of this study was to try to find this out

from the teachers using the newspaper. The writer

conducted a mail questionnaire sent *y 21, 19699 to

287 teachers subscribing to News12F.X2E,

In Chapter Is it los revealed that there is an

acute reading problem in the United States with 11 per

cent of the adults heving less than a fourth -grade

education. Approximately 25,000,000 persons over dige

14 have less than an oighth-vradot education. The

reading problem appears to be increasing. As many as

25 per cent of the children in primary end elementary

grades today are seriously retarded in reading.

The seriousness of the problem is that there is

little or nothing for people to read with third to

fifth-grade reading ability. Most of the serious

reading material published today is above the ninth-

171
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grads level of reading, including the newspapers.

Homer kampfer reported that simpler reading material

was needed for 50000000 Americans,

One major reason why commercial publishers have

not directed easy-to-read periodicals at people with

low reading abilities is because the market has bean

scattered and fragmented. In the past, new literates

were not enrolled on a mass scale in literacy or reading

classes. In this study, a new literate is an adult

or adolescent with a reading level from third to fifth-

grads.

However, when the Adult Basic Education Act

was passed in 1964, a defined, captive audience was

created for supplement educational materials. Enrollment

in Adult Basic Education classes has increased from

37,991 in 1965 to 531,436 in 1969.

Another potential market for publishers of easy-

to-read materials is Special Education. Enrollment in

Special Education classes has increased rapidly in the

last few years. Moro than two million children were

enrolled in some kind of Special Education class in
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1968-69. Most of those children have reading

disabilities.

One supplement educational tool found relevant

and practical for new literates has been easy-to-read

newspapers written on a third to fifth-grade reading

level. The newspaper is often one of the firit things

that a new literate will want to read.

In Chapter II, the history of News For You is

covered. It was the first adult weekly newspaper for

new literates on a national scale in the United States.

Starting as a class project in a literacy writing course

at Syracuse University in 1952, the newspaper evolved

into a commercially produced newspaper reaching a

circulation of 101,096 in 1966. it is tabloid size,

llt" a 17", four pages. Until the advent of :Mum!

Your World, in February, 1969, it was the only national

distributed adult newspaper in the United States for

new literates.

News For Tat began national publication in the

fall of 1960. Its circulation after the first year

was 750, From its beginning, its content has been
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adult, ant adults comprised most of the readership

in the early years. However, in 1965-66, News For

You discovered from subscription orders and mail from

teachers, that a large number of its readers were

teenagers in Special Education, even though the news-

paper was not aimed at young people. Through the

years, pews For You, developed a liberal philosophy

and published articles from that viewpoint.

In 1967 after a rapid growth, News For You

suffered its first drop in circulation, a decrease

from 101,096 to 75,316. The circulation continued to

fall for the next two years, reaching a low of 52,569

in 1969. The editor and publisher of News For You,

Nes. Caroline Blakely and Robert S. Laubach, respectively,

voiced serious concern over the substantial decrease

in circulation in the last three years. The writer

served as an assistant editor of News For You from

September, 1968, to June, 1969, and felt competent to

analyse possible reasons for the circulation drop.

In January, 1968, the Chicago Board of Education

cancelled a 5,000 subscription order because some of
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the sax education articles in the newspaper were "too

advanced'' for the teenagers, This was Mews For TOWS

first major confrontation with a conservative school

board. The Chicago cancellation was the first major

realization of the fact that News For You had to be

written for the teachers and school administration,

as well as the students. Since the students are a

captive audience and the teachers control the subscription

orders, the writer felt that the teachers are the key

personnel the newspaper has to please to stay

competitive in the business,

Until 1969, News For You had no competition.

It was the only adult newspaper for new literates.

However, in February, 1969, an American Education

Publications, You and Your World, entered the market.

Like News For You, it was aimed at older educable

mentally retarded children, remedial reading students,

slow learning students, retarded readers in disadvantaged

areas and students in Adult Basic Education programs.

You and Your World is a weekly, eight-page

newspaper with editorial offices in Middletown,
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Connecticut. While News For You's writing approach

is journalistic, You and Your world's is educational.

The objective of News For You is to print the "news,"

with minor emphasis on providing educational aids for

the teacher. You and Your World publishes articles

from an educational viewpoint with minor emphasis on

topics being "current." The newspaper is geared to

aid the teacher in developing reading skills of the

student. Like News For You, the newspaper is written

at the third to fifth-grade level.

In Chapters III and IV, the writer discusses

previous research in the area of national periodicals

for new literates. Since News For You was the pioneer

and the only national publication of its kind, previous

research was nonexistent. However, the publisher of

News For You conducted a teacher survey in 1965 and

found that the majority of its readers were teenagers

in Special Education. Another survey by Laubach

Literacy, Inc., in 1966, revealed that the teachers

felt that there was a great need for materials on

subjects oriented toward daily living and personal
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improvement. Topics of great need included:

"citizenship," "health," "budgeting," "personal

development," "family living," and "job orientation."

The survey did not include questions about News For You,

but the writer felt that the teachers' comments would

provide guidelines for subjects printed in News For

D.E. In a 1968 study, Thottukadavil Koshy interviewed

75 adult new literates in Adult Basic Education in

Syracuse, New York, and reported that the subjects the

students selected were close to their interests and

useful to their daily living. For example, "oeking a

budget," "shopping for housing," and "helping children

in school," ranked high in interest for students.

Most of his students were female. He also reported

that students and teachers have different subject

interests because their views on life and values are

entirely different. Two subjects, "making a budget"

and "first aid," however, were ranked high by teacher

and student. Howard Heding and associates conducted

a nationwide survey of 500 teachers in Adult Basic

Education in 1966-67. Topics which motivated students
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to want to read included (in rank order):

I. Get a better job

2. Want to read and write letters

3. Read newspaper

4. Help children

5. Want to read the Bible

The prevailing motives to read were oriented toward

daily living, personal improvement, and vocational

goals.

The methodology used in this study was the mail

questionnaire. A total of 1,178 subscribers were

ordering 30,000 copies of News For You the time of the

survey in May 1969. One out of every four ,subscribers

on the mailing list was sent r questionnaire. Out of

237 questionnaires sent, 150 or 52 per cent were

returned; of this number, 6 were termed incomplete or

blank, therefore, the final number of useable questionnaires

was 144 or 50 per cent. The questionnaire used in the

study was adapted from a previous questionnaire developed

by Wan,Liatu. The questionnaire was pretested on

four Adult Basic education teachers at Washington Irving
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School, Syracuse. Consisting of 24 questions, the

questionnaire was designed to reveal what teachers

liked and disliked about the newspaper. The 50 per

cent return rate was consid4red respectable and high

enough to assure a note of validity that the non-

respondents would not differ substantially from the

respondents, and that bias would not be a distorting

factor in analyzing and tabulating the returns received.

Being all teachers and using News For Yoe, the universe

was homogeneous and this contributed to the validity

of the returns.

The findings of the survey were revealed is

Chapter IV. From the survey, it was found that 43 per

cent of the readers of News For X01.1, were teenagers

below age 20 in Special Education classes. Thirty-

seven per cent of the teachers were teaching in Adult

Basic Education programs, 37 per cent in Specie,

Education, and 26 per cent were in classes consisting

of the foreign-born, American Indian, and Cuban

refuges.

Fifty per cent of the teachers reported that
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the majority of their students were white with 26 per

cent black, Fourteen per cent indicated that their

classes were about half white and half black. Nine

per cent of the students were foreign-born, American

Indian, and Cuban refugee. Thirty-three per cent of

the teachers indicated that the majority of their

students were mole; 23 per cent female; and 42 per

cent repovted classes with the sexes about even.

The following top five subjects were indicated

by the teachers as needing "more space" in News For You,

Weeding "more space":

Category Percentage

1. Job informstion 57.0

2. How to Budget Money 50.0

3. Health 46.0

4. U.S. News 44.0

5. Children Upbringing 33.2

Needing "less space":

Category Percer4age,

1, Negro History 25.0

2. Spotlight 15.0
ft
4. Dear Mary 12.0

4: Television 10.4

5. Sports 8.3
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Needing "no space":

Cate'ory ESEEIBtat&

I. Dear Mary 14.0

2. Sex Education 10.4

3. Children Upbringing 8.3

4. Religion 3.0

5. Foods 6.3

A comparison of subject preference by teachers

in Adult Basie Education, Special Education, and "Other"

shows a great degree of contrasts among many subjects.

The category "Other" consists of teachers using the

newspaper in classes for the foreign-born, Cuban refugee,

American Indian, and classes not designated Adult Basic

Education or Special Education.

Writing for such diverse adult and teenage

readership is difficult. Thirty-eight per cent of the

teachers in Special Education wanted more sports compared

to 19 per cent in Adult Basic Education and 29 per cent

in "Other." Forty per cent of the teachers in Adult

Basic Education want more space given to foods compared

to 25 per cent in Special Education and 16 per cent in

"Other," However, there were some subjects that

teachers in Adult Basic Education and Special Education
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agree fairly well upon: job iaformstion--Adult Basic

Education, 58.5 per cent; Special Education, 72 per

cent; budgeting--Adult Basic Education, 53.5 par cent;

Special Education, 58.5 per cent. They also agreed

closely on hesIth and children upbringing. Teachers

in "Other' seldom agreed on subjects with teachers in

Adult Basic Education and Special Education. They
WV

were mostly interested in world news, geography, and

history of the U.S.

The survey reveals that the majority of students

in Adult Basic Education are black and nearly all the

students in Special Education are whits. During

1968-69, News For You ran a weekly black history series.

Thirty-four per cent of the teachers in the category

"Other" felt "less space" was needed for Negro history,

25 per cent of the Special Education teachers and

15 per cent of the Adult Basic Education instructors

felt the same. In general, a large number of the

teachers expressed disapproval over the amount of space

allotted to blacks during the year. It was the most

controversial subject in News For You.
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Twenty-five per coat of all the teachers

indicated "lees space" be given to Negro history. A

considerable umber of the teachers wrote on the

questionnaire that NsjahLituw too blece

oriented. One Special Sducation teacher wrote:

This year's issues would leave the
impression that NFY is beamed in the
direction of urban areas constantly
beset with ethnic problems involving
only colored people and Puerto Ricans.
Tor this reason, our subscription will
not be renewed this year because the
student population (a middle-class,
semi-urban, enemy-hits group) does aot
find much to relate in the material.
If we are to be concerned over racial
or ethnic questions, let's consider
all of them without a constant harping
on a narrow seloctioa. That about
the Indians, the Jews, the Migrants,
etc? MO! group seems to think you
have a 'thing about the colored groups.

In Chapter V, a content analysis of the news-

paper reveals the amount of space devoted to certain

subjects in the newspaper. Categories receiving the

most space in news For Xou during the year were:

J. People Not Well Known - 759 column inches
2. Race Relations (Negro history) - 674 column inches

3. Politics - 486i column inches
4. Quis/ssa3rs - 351 column inches
S. Dear Mary - 318 column inches
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The three top subjects indicated by the teachers

as needing "more space" in the newspaper were given

the following column inches:

1. Job Information - 204k column inches
2, Budgeting - 193k column inches
3, Health - mak column inches

A picture analysis of Hews For You reveals that

the newspaper printed an average of 13.2 pictures per

issue. An average of 30 per cent of the newspaper

was devoted to pictures in each issue. The newspaper

devoted 40 per cent of its pictorial space to U.S. news,

and people in the news.

It was found that three out of four pictures

printed in the newspaper featured a white person or

persons. However, in some issues, the number of black

pictures exceeded the number of white pictures. The

criticism that News For You was "too black" may have

resulted from such issues.

The characteristics of the new literate are

discussed in Chapter VI along with what pimple like

to read about. Realizing that there is no "typical

new literate," only generalizations could be made about
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the new literate. In general, the new literate does

not think about the future, ha is preoccupied with

immediate needs to buy food and clothing. He lives

for the present, and lives in his own world with its

own set of values and attitudes.

Generally, people like to read news of other

people of the same class or occupation as themselves

who have done something remarkable or to Whom something

unusual ham happened. Young people like to read about

problems of youth. They are interested in what is

adventurous; war, science, warfare, aviation, and

criminals.

Older persons are interested in mature problems

like the Federal Government and conservation of natural

resources. Lester Asheim reports that women are

interested in features such as food recipes, love

advice, and child care. Men are more interested in

sports, foreign and national news. George Gallup in

national survey found newspaper readers most interested

in:

1. Health news of medical science and practice



186

Education - what children are studying

3. Pocketbook (mossy) a people's financial page

4. Personal views - what people think about local prob

5. People - personality profiles

Conclusioe aed Importance of the Studs

This study should be of practical benefit to

the editorial staff of News For You in formulating and

planning future editorial policies. It should not be

considered a definitive "answer" to the circulation

decline of Ness For You, No study could claim that

distinction. At best, it reveals sons suggestions

from the teachers which my be of significance is

planning future content.

Teachers indicated they wanted "more space"

devoted to job information, health, and budgeting.

At present, these are three areas that News For You is

week in. It has no regular series on any of these

subjects. The editors of News For You might also

consider the negative comments of the teachers. Twenty-

five per cent of the teachers indicated "less space"

for Negro history. Fourteen per cent felt that "no

space" was needed for Dear Mary.

This study should also help commercial publishers
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who ey consider similar publications in the future.

Nay of the questions in the survey would be of interest

and importance to any publisher entering the supplement

educational field. The study is also important because

to this writer's knowledge, there has been no other

research in the area of national periodicals for new

literates. Perhaps this study will lead to further

research in this field. Some possible areas for

empirical research in newspapers for new literates

could include the following: 1) pictorial versus copy-

what do new literates prefer? Mors pictures? Less

copy? Is that* a desired ratio?; 2) articles with

related photographs versus articles with unrelated

photographs. Is there a difference; 3) what is the

new literate's reaction to photographs?; and 4) what

newspaper forest appeals to the new literate? What

is his reaction to different formats, different layouts?

This study my also encourage more periodicals for new

literates. The market is growing and all indications

point to a large steady market in the future.
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Recommendations

!laws For You should not be deeply concerned

that XOu Sod Your World will cut into its circulation.

It will to some exteet, but the market for supplement

materials is large and diverse enough to sustain both

publications.

However, there are some things the writer would

like to recommend to the editorial staff of Mews For

Boa. Its aphasia on "being a eswapaper and providing

the news" should remain. News For Tau looks like a

newspaper, and this Ls one of its strong points. It

should rammin geared toward the adult new literate,

but its large teenage readership in Special Sducation

should not be ignored. emirs for You could retain its

adult approach and appeal to the teenager at the same

time.

Teachers in Adult Basic ration and Special

liduration agreed that more space was needed for job

information, budgeting, and health. By expanding into

these three /Miss PON For You would be appealing to

both interest groups.



kw. for You should also be critical and

selective of the articles it publishes. Publishers

who publish for a captive audience, have to recognise

some of the realities that go with ft.

The space allotted to any subject
mast be influenced by the judgmeat
of the editorial staff, both on the
importance of the subject and
consequent willingness to read about
it, taking into consideration the
particular class of,reader which
their paper serves.L

Then dealing with teenagers in Special Educations

the problem of subject natter is acute. The student

any not disapprove controversial subject natters but

the teacher has the final say. The teacher controls

the purse string. Harry Passow motioned that the

"high school is careful to skirt and detour around the

real-life problems and controversial issues of race

relations, alcoholism, materialises religion, politics,

and sex ducation."2

These are subjects that demand wary careful

attention. Tin race issue today in the Vitited States

appears also to be explosive. Too such "black news"

or "brown news" Is a newspaper with predomiaant white

lieresoe and Jamowits, ool fief p. 537.
211arry4t. Pas sows "Instrustional Content for Depressed

Urban Centers: Problems and Approaches," TIELpAlimusiad jsurd
Sr144 propout ed. by John Curtis Gowan and GOMM D, Demos

ptiggfields Ill.: Charles C. Thews, 1966), p. 287.

189
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readership can create problems as this study has shown.

Many magazines and newspapers employ an

"editorial balance' of content by offering something

to everyone. News For You with only four pages cannot

hops to do the same, however, it could plan its content

with greater cars to avoid "all-black or all-white" issues.

To talk about people as people, not black or whits, might

help ease racial prejudice against the newspaper.

A suggestion by Roland Wolseley that News For You

print more °pop" stuff also deserves to be considered.3

By 'pop," Wolseley meant popular articles that appeal

to almost everyone, regardless of race, sex, or age.

For example, the death of movie actress Judy Garland,

had universal appeal. An article on the sideburns

and mustache: of Joe Nemeth would probably have a

higher reader interest than an article about President

Nixon touring the Far East or the Senate debating the ABM

system. This "pop' news is what Schramm refers to as

"immediate reward" news. If "immediate reward" news

is done in good taste, the newspaper need not worry

about being labeled "sensational." The writer suggests

3Woiseley, 224..111:.
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that more "Inmediste reward" ar "pop" news bs published

in the newspaper.

By providing more editorial balance is its

content and by appealing .to both adult and teems

readers, limatjrou should continua to be a popular

periodical for new literates in both Adult Basic

Bducatioa and Spacial Iducation. It has proved to

teachers to bs an important means of applying and

reinforcing academic skills which are relevant to the

new literate.
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.E WS FOR YOU -11121/2 E. Fayette St., Box 131, Syracuse, N. Y. 13210 Tel. 315-476-357

News for You is a publication of Laubach Literacy. Inc.

Dear Teacher:

Pm not exaggerating by saying that you are the most important link we
have with our readers. It is also true that your suggestions and com-
ments help guide the planning and content of NEWS FOR YOU.

Each year, we analyze NEWS FOR YOU and seek new ways to improve.
Your thoughts and ideas are sincerely needed to make the paper better
and more effective. Will you please help?

Your anonymous reply will also help a graduate student at Syracuse
University. He is doing a content analysis of NEWS FOR YOU for
his master's thesis. The results of this survey will greatly con-
tribute to his research.

Kindly fill out this short questionnaire and return it to me within two
weeks. Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Caroline Blakely
Editor
NEWS FOR YOU

We are constantly alert to new ideas and
ways to improve NEWS FOR YOU. That's
why we consider feedback from you so
essential and important.



1. Where do you teach?

2.

NEWS FOR YOU Survey

(city) (state)

How many students do you have reading NEWS FOR YOU?

193

3. In how many different classes do you use NFY? 1 2 3 4 or more

4. What edition do you use ? A B both

5. What is the latest issue of NFY you have used?
(date)

6. What difference in reading level do you find between A and B ?

some difference

great difference
little or no difference
no comment

7. How long have you used NFY?

8. How do you feel about the present 4-page size of NFY?

about right size
need more pages

already too much reading material
no comment

9. Please check the amount of space you would like to see given to the following:

More space Less space Same as now No space

World news

Sports

U.S. news
Sex educiation

Dear Mary

Negro history
Job information

Spotlight

1V



9. (continued)

News briefs

Crossword puzzle
TV news

Weekly quiz

Foods

How to budget money

Health

Children upbringing

Religion

Science

Other (specify)

2

1,'

More space Less space Same as now No space

10. Would you prefer an 8-page paper ? yes no no comment

11. How do you feel about advertisements in NFY?
makes no difference

I would like

I don't like.1=...
no comment

12. How did you learn about NFY?

advertisement (direct mail, etc.)
friend

administration

other (please specify)

13, We publish an annual TEACHER'S GUIDE early in the fall. Do you find it
useful? yes no no comment

14. How dO most of your students find NFY?

easy to read and understand

fairly easy to read and understand
fairly hard to read and understand

too hard to read and understand
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3

15. We changed our body type and flag of NFY this year. Do you like the new
look? yes no no comment

16. Have your students ever answered an essay question or crossword puzzle
in NFY and mailed it to us ? yes no

17. What is the estimated age range of your students ?

18. What race are your students ? mostly white

mostly black

about even

other (please specify)

19. What sex are your students ?

20. What type of class do you teach?

mostly male

mostly female

about even

-adult basic
special education

other (please specify)

21. Is there any article you think should not be in NFY? yes no

If "yes," what article?
why not?

22. What do you like best about NFY?

23. What do you like least about NFY?

24. How could NFY be improved?

Please enclose the survey in the return
envelope and mail it back to us. Thank you
very much for your suggestions and comments.
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WS FOR YOU 11121/2 E. Fayette St., Box 131, Syracuse, N. Y. 13210 Tel. 315-476-3576

News for You is a publication of Laubach Literacy, Inc.

June 13, 1969

Dear Teacher,

I need your help! I haven't heard from you yet regarding our survey on
NEWS FOR YOU. (Remember the short, threepage job a few weeks ago?)
More than 100 teachers have already returned the survey to us, but we
definitely need your comments to complete the survey.
The results of this study will be used to improve the content of NEWS FOR
YOU. It will also be of practical benefit to the whole adult and special edu-
cation programs in the United States. As you may remember, the results
are being tabulated and analyzed by a graduate student for his master's
thesis.
Please take ten minutes and fill out as much of the survey as you can.

If you can't spare any time, would you please pass it on
to your second-in-command?

I urgently need and will be most grateful for your response. Please return
the survey to me in the stamped, return-addressed envelope.

Hopefully,

Laii.,1/4.4414;
';'..-4...,

(Mrs.) Caroline Blakely
Editor, NEWS FOR YOU

CB/sc

Yes, I would like to see the results.
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Total:

Alabama
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Arizona
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California
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Connecticut
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Florida
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Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois

Indiana
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New Mexico
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North Carolina
North Dakota
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Oklahoma
Oregon. .
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Rhode, Island

South Carolina

South Dakota
Tennessee
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Utah
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-Washington
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Wyoming
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1,037
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1,222

180
4,554
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327
1,160

417
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1,407

19,421
2Q,956

90

7;245

6,707

810

4,807
1,074
21,342

31

15,374
49,398
1,257

786

1,506
3,827
9,R96

541

291

392,299

9,647
379

3,263
5,503
28,795

2,599

8,008
611

32,771.

12,997'

3,899
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17,597

4,833
2,834

1,592

9,142
11,436
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6,301
13,898
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9,813
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1,140
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3,316
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1,315

13,232
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44,772
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12,885
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.1,774
703

531,436

13,285
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4,478
7,080

41,263

3,212

9,658

955

29,123.

26,357

5,689
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28,884
4,478
3,684

1,481

9,887
13,253
1,297

4,951

15,183
15,518
2,198

11,175
6,088
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1,064
1,388
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2,097
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1;456

15,333
4,300
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APPENDIX D

DATA CONCERNING STATE SPECIAL, EDUCATION PROGRAM

FOR HANDICAPPED CHILDREN, 1967-63
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Jews For You
MAY 11, 1969 Number 11

Mrs. Blakely and Her Children

Mrs. Caroline Blakely finished college
after she had five children. Here she is
wearing her graduation "cap and gown.''
She is studying at Syracuse University
School of Journalism now. She hopes to
write for "new readers" in our country.

Mother's Day
By A Mother

Mother's Day is a special day. It is
the day that we honor our mothers, It is
the day that we wear a red flower to show
that our mother is living, or a white one
to show that she isn't.

Do you know how Mother's Day start-
ed? Miss Ann Jarvis of Philadelphia had
the idea in 1907. She and her friends hon-
ored their mothers one Sunday in May.
The idea spread. In 1912, President Wil-
son signed the Mother's Day Bill. it de-
clared that the second Sunday in May is
a special day to honor mothers.

Last Sunday was Mother's Day. I sat
in church with a red flower on my front
and I said "Thank you, God. " And I re-
membered Mother.

I remember Mother early in the morn-
ing. I used to wake up to music. No, it
wasn't the radio. It was my mother sing-
ing. "Sing them over again to me, Won-
derful words of life, "she sangthe words
as she bent over the wash tub. And I knew
it was time to get up.

And I remember Mother at breakfast
time. I can almost see her now with a
frying pan in one hand and a Bible in the
other. Sometimes the biscuits would burn
or the eggs would be cold. But we received
"the Bread of Life" along with our break-
fast.

And then came time for school. I re-
member Mother as she inspected us.
Then she kissed us and said, "Now don't
forget who you are." (How could we for-
get?She was always there to remind us.

Herter Is Ready For Geneva
Mrs. Luce Quits

Mrs. Clare Booth Luce resigned on
April 30th. She was the new ambassador
to Brazil. President Eisenhower appoin-
ted her to be ambassador, but Mrs. Luce
decided not to go to Brazil.

President Eisenhower talked to her
for one hour. He asked herto change her
decision. She didn't agree. She said to
the Presides':, "I wanted to serve you
and my country. But now I can't. "

Senator Morse spoke against Mrs.
Luce. He said, "She is not a wise lady.
She isn't prepared to become ambassa-
dor. "

Mrs. Luce said, "Senator Morse has
insulted me. He is the chairman of the
subcommittee that controls Latin Ameri-
can affairs. He is going to make my job
difficult. That's why I have resigned."

Mrs. Luce's husband is the chief ed-
itor of Time Magazine. He asked her to
resign. He said to her, "Your political
enemies aren't goingto letyou do a good
job. So you ought to resign.

SPORTS
PATTERSON STILL "CHAMP"

Floyd Patterson is still World Heavy-
weight Boxing Champion.

Patterson knocked out the Englishman
Brian London in the eleventh round.

The next challenger is going to be a
Swede. His name is Ingemar Johanson.
He will fight Patterson this summer.

Some words I remember especially.
"You can do anything you want to," she
used to say . "You can do anything if you
try hard enough and believe. " And she
believed. She wasn't surprised when my
sister won a scholarship to Vassar Col-
lege. She just said, "Let's thank God. "
And we did.

And the last thing before we would go
to sleep at night, we would hear Mother
say, "May the Lord watch over you
through the night. " He always did, and
so did she

This is the way I remembered my
mother as I sat in church on Mother's
Day. I looked at the bulletin and read,
"God couldnot be everywhere, and so He
made mothers. " (A Jewish Proverb).

And I thought, "Maybe that's how He
can be everywhere. "

Secretary of State Christian Herter
returned from Paris last week. He went
to Paris to meetwiththeForeign Minis-
ters of Great Britain, France and West
Germany. They made plans for Western
Berlin 'Policy.

Mr. Herter told President Eisenhower
about the meeting. He said that the meets
ing was successful. He said that the
Wes tern foreign ministers agreed to pro-
tect the rights of people in West Berlin.
He said that they agreed on a plan to
unite Germany.

The plan is toesta.blish a commission
in Germany. The commission will include
West Berlin and East Berlin. The com-
mission will work to increase trade be-
tween East Germany and West Germany.
It will work for political freedom in both
parts of Germany.

Perhaps the commission will make it
possible to hold anelection fora central
government in about three years.

The foreign ministers are going to
present the plan to Russia at the Geneva
Conference on May 11. Mr. Herter said
that the west will not drop this plan just
because Russia doesn't like it.

However, the western powers will
not go to the conference saying, "take
it or leave it." "We are willing to talk
with Russia about a just and durable
peace," said Mr. Herter.

May Day Around the World
The New York Times said "May Day

is the symbol of a divided world. "

It is interesting to notice how differ-
ent countries celebrated May Day.

In Moscow there were "hula hoops"
and balloons. There were only& few sol-
diers. This was quite a change from last
year.

But in East Berlin half a million
people came to Marx-Engels Square.
They came to see Russia's powerful Ber-
lin army.

In West Berlin a crowd of half a mil-
lion went to the Square of the Republic.
No one asked the crowd to come to the
Square. But they came. They wanted to
tell the world, "Berlin will remain free. "

Yugoslavia was gay. There were folk
dancers, concerts and sports events.

In Rome, millions went to a May Day
mass for peace. The mass was said by
Pope John in St, Peter's Church,

Peiping had a big celebration. The Pan-
chen Lama, from Tibet, was in Peiping.
He is China's puppet ruler of Tibet.
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SPEAKINGPo fiat &Ms Mrs. Costa King
reach a church In Charleston, South
Cerokne. Mc King spoke at the dwelt it
support of striking hospital workers.

Nixon wants
anti-smut laws

Americans an. receiving more
"dirty" mail than ever before in
history. It is called smut mall.

President Nixon asked Congress to

pass Three laws to protect people
against smut mail.

If they are passed, no one can
send smut mail to anyone under 18.
No one can advertise to get people to

buy "dirty" books or other
materials. And people can put their
names on 2 silt at the Post Office. If
their names are on the list, no one
can send them smut mail.

IIP411111tit'-::

The winner
Neje' stic Prince races to the finish line to
win. He won Me Kentucky Derby May 3.
..loctey Bill Fintack scored his fifth Derby
win. One of the people watching Majestic
Prince was President Nixon. He didn't bet
on a horse. But he said he liked any
horse from his home, California.

MARCHINGRm. Ralph Abonsargrf nod
his wife, Juanita, nabbed w Cherlesten
with the wolfram He was waned for his
pert in Kb swerch.Strthors swot union rights.

4

I

Strike goes on
A civil rights Nide goes on in

Charlestort,South Carolina. About
400 Negro hospital workers am on
strike. They want higher pay. They
want the state to recognize their
union.

Charleston is upset. Some 800
National Guardsmen are in the

streets. They have loaded rifles and
tear gas. The city jail is full. A
curfew keeps people home at night.

The strike began March 20. The
hospital workers formed a union. It
was to protest wages of 51.30 to
S1.80 an hour. The union president
and I I other union members were
fired.

The state owns and operates the
hospitals. Governor Robert McNair
said the state can't bargain with a
union. A court order was made
against picketing. It said only 10

A
Coast to coast for 100 years

Mey 10 was she 100th anstiversary of the oast-tocoost rathoed. This picture is 100 yews old. It
shows d e Corbel Pacific railroad Oeft) meeting be Union Pacific WOO at Promontory, Utah.
The two engineers as shaking hinds is the center of the picture. In the bedcground, workers
are placing the lest reel in the baths diet. joined the east and west.

U.S. looks at hints of peace
U.S. leaders hoped Vietnam peace

might be closer. They thought North
Vietnam hinted it was ready for
peace.

First, North Vietnam asked a Red
Cross official to visit the country.

News For You
gets bigger

News For You is bigger this week.

You will find more news. You will
find more sports news. You will find
a special fourpage section in the
middle. This special section is all
about jobs. If you arc working now,
or arc looking for a job, or want to
change jobs we think you'll like
this special section.

This is our first eightpage issue.
Next week, we will go back to our
good old four pages.

The U.S. hopes North Vietnam will
talk about American prisoners. There
are 400 prisoners in North Vietnam.
No one knows if they are treated
well. The prisoners do not send
much mail home.

Second, Lc l)uc Tho is back in
Paris. He is the political leader of the

North's peace talkers. He has been in

North Vietnam several weeks. While
he was there, the North began new
attacks in South Vietnam. The U.S.
hopes the attacks will stop now that
Tho is in Paris.

Third, a North Vietnamese leader
made an important speech. Ile said
the U.S. must "continue to slow
down the war. U.S. leaders say the
word "continue" is a good sign. It
means the North thinks the U.S. has
already slowed down the war. It is
the first time the North said the U.S.
really wants peace.

in Charleston
persons can be in a picket line. More

than 500 persons were arrested for
disobeying this court order.

One of the persons arrested was
the Reverend Ralph Abernathy. 1k
heads the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference. This civil
rights organization was started by
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Abernathy said the strike was a civil
rights issue.

Mrs. Coretta King *ISO Came to
Charleston. She said she will return
with people from all walks of life.

The strike didn't hurt the
hospitals much. They hired persons
who weren't union members. Other
State workers are watching. If the
hospital workers win a union
contract, others may strike.

News Briefs
Northern Ireland has a new prime

minister. lie is Major James

Chichester-Clark. He replaced

Terence O'Neill.
French voters will elect a new

president. The election will be June
1. Voters will elect a president to
replace Charles deGaulk.

New Mexico decided to end its
Medicaid program. State officials
said the program costs too much.
Medicaid is a state-run program of
health care.

Cairo, Illinois, had racial troubles
recently. Police said therewere many

bombings. Snipers shot at firemen
fighting fires. Reverend Gerald

Montroy, a Catholic priest, said

white racists started it. He said
Negroes need jobs, housing, and
recreation.

Don't save your pennies. The
Government needs them. The U.S.
Treasury says there aren't enough
pennies. The mint (where they make
coins) in Denver, Colorado, is

working night and day to make more
pennies.

4

Up again
Postmaster General Wotan Mount said
stamps will cost MOM. des nail wfN
go up to seven cants. Second and third
class mail will cost more, too.
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Persons 25 arid Over with Less Than
5 Years of Schooling

New York

Texas

California

Pennsyincia

Noah Carolina

Illinois

Georgia

Louisicno

Ohio

Tennessee

Virginia

Alabama

Florida

New Jersey

Michigan

South Carolina

Kentucky

Mississippi

Massachusetts

Missouri

Arkansas

Maryland

Indiana

Wisconsin

Oklahoma

West Virginia

Connecticut

Minnesota

Arizona

Washington

New Mexico

Hawaii

Iowa

Kansas

Colorado

Rhode Island

Oregon

D.C.

Nebraska

Maine

North Dakota

Delaware

South Dakota

New Hampshire

Montano

Utah

Idaho

Alaska

Vermont

Wyoming

Nevada

Persons ( in thousands)

100 200 300 400 500 600 700

Percent in Age Group

5 10 15 20 25*

1...........-,+.1

U.S. TOTAL
8.3 MILLION

with less than 5 years

of schooling

8.3 PERCENT

of persons 25 years
and over

Source: U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare based on 1960 census
data supplied by the U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF NATIONAL DATA ON STUDENTS IN ADULT BASIC EDUCATION

The following information represents the highlights of a national

survey of students in the-Adult Basic,Education Program, administered

under authority of the Adult Education Act of 1966. This survey was a

_joint effort of the U.S. Office of Education and the State and local

public school systems. The overall project, including the planning,

implementation and final processing of data, represents three years of

work.

The actual interviewing of students and completion of questionnaires

took place between February and July, 1967. Only new enrollees were

included in the survey and approximately 94,000 completed questionnaires

were received and processed.- This represents almost one-fourth of the

total enrollment.of 406,000 during the 1966-67 school year. Every State,

the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands were included

in this survey.

. It should be noted that since a few questionnaires failed.to report

information in some categories, percentages included in this summary do

not total 100%.

1. Race or National Origin

*."

White 56.6% Mexican American 5 57

Negro 35.3% . American Indian .8%

Oriental 2.3% Puerto Rican 11.1%

Males 42.5% Females. 56.1%

White Males 49.2%" White Females 49.6%

Negro Males 33.2% Negro Females 65.7%

Marital and Family Status :

Married 58.1% Divorced, Widowed

Single 24.1% -or Separated .15.7%

Heads_ of Families

or main Wage
Earners 48.4%

4. Income and EMployment

:a. Individual Student Income

Under $3,000 per year -:-.--.. 53.9%

, Bbtween $3,000 and 44,000 per year 8.8%

Between $4,000 and $6,000 per year 9.0%

Over $6,000 per year. 5.4%

No information 22.9%

2.0



b. Family Income
Under $3,000 per year 37.6%
Between $3,000 and $4,000
per year 13.4%

Between $4,000 and $6,000
per year - 16.5%

Over $6,000 per year 15.5%
No information 17 % -

c. Employed 54.4%

Full-Time 42.6%

Part-Time 11.8%

Unemployed

Seeking Employment
Not Seeking Employment

39.9%

14 %

25.9%

d. In Program to get job or a
better job 29

In program for general self-
improvement 63 %

5. Welfare recipients 0:5%
Title V Welfare Work-Experience
Program 7.4%

6. Rome and Class location

a. Urban Area
Rural Area 28.4%

7. . Age

Public School Location 84 %.

.Non-school Location 15 %

.1-
2

a. 18 to 24 years of age 17.5% .

25 to 44 years of age' 46.5%

45 to 54 years of age 15.5%-

55 and over
45 and younger

10.9%

..... 64 %

b. Whites, between 18 and 24 68.1%

Negroes, between 18 and 24 24.7%



a

.

c. Welfare Recipients, Between 18 and 24 16.1%

Welfare Recipients, Between 25 and 34' 20.1%

Welfare Recipients, Between 35 and 44 20.4%

Welfare Recipients, Between 45 and 54 20.4%

Welfare Recipients, 55 and over 19.9%

8. Grade Levels

a. Before
Grade
Grade
Grade

entering program
0 ... 3.8%

1-3...13.1%
4-6...26.8%

b. Current Grade levels

Grade 1-3...21.6%
Grade 4-6...27.3%
Grade 7-8...32.2%

Grade 7-8 ...27.6%
Grade 9-11...18.7%
Grade 12 ... 6.3%

3

The above represents only a very small part ofthe total package of data

and information on the student population in Adult Basic Education. You

will find much more detailed data on the attached printO.ut including

two and one-half (2 1/2) pages of data on Race,one-half (112) page on

grade levels, and one (1) page on Age.' .!.

We hope to conduct similar surveys of program participants in the future.
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